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DECEMBER, 


ARTICLE I. 
ADDRESS 'TO PASTORS AND CHURCHES. 
:. PREACHING ON THE SUBJECT OF PEACE. 


Te duty of ministers to enforce the pacific principles of the 
gospel, is beginning to be extensively acknowledged. Not 
only has the American Peace Society for years encouraged this 
practice by gratuitously furnishing a large number of pastors 
with its periodical to assist them in performing this part of their 
duties, but many of our highest ecclesiastical bodies have re- 
peatedly recommended the same thing;' and, as the time 
appointed for this effort is fast approaching, we would urge the 
importance of prompt fidelity to this cause, and suggest some 
of our reasons for wishing ministers to preach statedly on the 
subject of peace. 

Peace is confessedly a part of the gospel; and, if re- 
quired to “ preach the gospel to every creature,” and “ declare 
all the counsel of God,” can ministers consistently refuse to 
preach its principles of peace any more than they could 
repentance or faith ? 

It is in vain to say, that there is much diversity of opinion 
respecting what the Bible teaches on this subject. Be it so; 
but is there not a similar diversity concerning other parts of the 
gospel? Christians are not entirely agreed respecting the 
Sabbath, the character of God, or the nature of repentance and 
faith; but shall ministers refuse for this reason to preach on 
such subjects? Such a principle would exclude al/ the pecu- 

13 





EERE Oe 


RE rs 








DN ne once ee ree 








98 Address to Pastors and Churches. [Dec. 


liarities of the gospel. Ministers must study the Bible for 
themselves, and then preach in its proper place every doctrine 
and duty which they find on its sacred pages. We do not 
require them to inculcate our views of peace; but we do urge 
them to enforce their own conceptions of the gospel on this 
subject as faithfully as they do what they believe it to teach 
concerning repentance or faith. ‘This is just the course taken 
on kindred topics ; for, when societies or ecclesiastical bodies 
have urged special efforts in behalf of the Sabbath, they have 
left ministers to preach, and Christians to codperate, according 
to their respective belief of what the Bible teaches concerning 
that blessed day. 

2. We regard the cause of peace as a part of the instru- 
mentalities requisite for the world’s conversion. We cannot 
now detail our reasons for this belief; but we doubt whether 
any other custom has done so much to neutralize the saving 
power of the gospel in Christian lands, and to prevent its 
spread and triumph over the earth. ‘The magnitude, long 
continuance, and consequent inveteracy of this evil, demand 
specific efforts for its removal ; and the reasons for such efforts 
in this cause are essentially the same as for those leading enter- 
prises of the age whose claims are so cheerfully admitted by 
the great body of Christians. 

3. No enterprise of benevolence or reform belongs more 
appropriately to ministers of the gospel than the cause. of 
peace. ‘They must lead its van, or it never can succeed ; and 
in many ways they could easily promote it in public and in pri- 

vate, from the pulpit and the press. It is in their power so 
far.to revolutionize public sentiment on this subject, that the 
rulers of Christendom would be constrained, in compliance 
with the strong desires of their subjects, to discard appeals to 
the sword, and employ only pacific expedients in settling 
international disputes. 

4. ‘The long neglect of this subject renders the course we 
recommend necessary in order to reincorporate the pacific prin- 
ciples of the gospel, where our Saviour left them, in the faith 
and habits of his disciples as a body ;—a step which we deem 
absolutely indispensable to prepare the way for the Millennium, 
but which will never be taken until ministers generally begin 
to preach peace as a part of our religion essential to a consist- 
ent Christian character. 

5. We wish, also, to supersede as far as possible the neces- 
sity of agents in this cause. Such a necessity, wherever found, 
results from the neglect of pastors and churches to do their 
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duty ; and, had they in every age done their whole duty on 
this subject, there would have been left no room for specific 
efforts in behalf of universal peace. In the present state of 
things, however, we must have some agents, or abandon the 
enterprise ; and, for the purpose of increasing our resources 
both in money and personal codperation, we must for a time 
send them occasionally to churches whose pastors plead the 
cause with a commendable degree of fidelity. 

6. Our plan of conservative reform requires from ministers 
such codperation as we solicit. On them, and their brethren 
in the church, would we devolve the responsibility of this cause 
as identical with the gospel, and as a part of the means indis- 
pensable to the world’s conversion. We have great confidence 
in their disposition as a body towards this and every other en- 
terprise which deserves their support ; we doubt not they will 
eventually come cheerfully up to the work in earnest; and, 
though we may chide their delay, and mourn over the present 
incorrectness or inadequacy of their views on some points, yet 
we cannot distrust their willingness to sustain a cause so obvi- 
ously their own, so dear to their Master in heaven, and so 
essential to the extension of his kingdom through the world. 

We trust that ministers, in redeeming their pledge to our 
Society, will make a special effort. It is “by no means enough 
to draw a few inferences in behalf of peace from a discourse 
devoted to another subject; they are bound in good faith to 
preach one whole sermon on the pacific principles of the gos- 
pel ; and we see not how a real friend of the cause could refrain 
from making, in addition to this, such inferences and allusions 
in its favor as a variety of topics in the Bible can hardly fail to 
suggest. Will not every pastor, pledged to our aid, strive to 
interest his people as deeply as possible in this cause, and to 
secure not only their prayers, but their pecuniary aid? The 
Society is now in very special need of funds amidst the pressure 
of the times ; and will not ministers use their influence to obtain 
from their congregations a cheerful and generous contribution ? 
We trust that every one who preaches on the subject, will 
propose a contribution in some form. And would it not be 
much better to take it up at the close of the sermon than at the 
concert of prayer? 

We would not dictate the precise time for preaching; but, 
as the 25th of December, the time appointed for the annual 
concert of prayer for peace, comes this year on Monday, can- 
not ministers make it convenient to preach on the subject the 
day preceding? We are anxious to have this subject, as a part 
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of the gospel, brought forward, just like faith or repentance, 
amidst the ordinary services of the sanctuary ; and the practice 
of reserving it for a fast or thanksgiving, does serious injury to 
our cause by producing an impression, “that it is too secular for 
the sanctities of the Sabbath. It has, indeed, some secular 
aspects and bearings more proper for such occasions ; but the 
minister who does not know how to exhibit the pacific princi- 
ples of the Sermon on the Mount in a way strictly evangelical, 
should lose no time in supplying this deficiency in his qualifi- 
cations as a preacher of the gospel of peace. 

We earnestly hope that pastors will prepare their churches 
for the concert of prayer. It is surely not asking too much, 
that followers of the Prince of peace should set apart one hour 
in a YeAR to pray especially for the smiles of Heaven upon 
efforts for the spread of peace coextensive with their religion. 
Will not ministers make an effort to secure a full attendance, 
and to render the concert so interesting that Christians shall 
hereafter welcome its annual return with joy? We leaye every 
pastor to take his own course for this purpose ; but, if the follow- 
ing articles are not read in full at the concert, we request that 
the substance of them may be communicated on that occasion. 


II. PRAYER FOR THE UNIVERSAL PREVALENCE OF PEACE. 


God has foretold the prevalence of peace over the whole 
earth as expressly as he bas promised salvation to the penitent 
believer in Christ. “It shall come to pass in the last days,”— 
under the Christian dispensation,—* that the mountain of the 
Lord’s house shall be established in the top of the mountains, 
and all nations shall flow unto it; and they shall beat their 
swords into ploughshares, and their spears into pruning-hooks ; 
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they 
learn war any more. ‘The wolf also shall dwell with the 
lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid; and the 
calf, and the young lion, and the fatling together; and a little 
child shall lead them. And the cow and the bear shall feed ; 
their young ones shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat 
straw like the ox. ‘They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my 
holy mountain; for the earth shall be aa of the knowledge of 
the Lord, as the waters cover the sea.” 

Is not this language plain, cdace. decisive? The 
Bible contains no promise more explicit than that of universal 
peace; we have as good reason to hope for the peace, as we 

* Isa, 2: 2-5. 11:1-9. 65:25. Mic. 4: 1-4. 


a. 

















1837. | Address to Pastors and Churches. 101 


have for the conversion of the world; and consistency would 
require us either to reject the word of God entirely, or to regard 
ithe ultimate prevalence of peace over the whole earth as per- 
fectly certain. 

But how can we secure the fulfilment of this promise? Is 
there nothing for us to do? Are any of God’s promises un- 
conditional? Will he not be inquired of by his people to do 
the very things he has expressly promised > We expect to see 
no Christian growing in grace, no sinner brought to repent- 
ance, no progress made towards the conversion of the world, 
except in answer to the requests of his children; and can we 
delude ourselves into the belief, that God will fulfil his promise 
of universal peace without their prayers and efforts? Will he 
make this case an exception, a direct contradiction to the 
whole course of his providence? If not, there is as much ur- 
gency, and as much encouragement, to pray for the peace, as 
for the conversion of the world. 

But the providence of God, as well as his word, is encourag- 
ing our prayers for this object. Special efforts in the cause of 
peace began to be made only a little more than twenty years 
ago ; and the smiles of Heaven have crowned them with such 
success as to keep the general peace of Christendom during all 
this period, and thus prevente d an immense waste of blood, and 
treasure, and human happiness. ‘There have been local broils 
of a domestic nature productive of great mischief, but nothing 
like the wars consequent on the French Revolution, destroying 
myriads of property, and drenching a whole continent in tears 
and blood. 

How cheering the spectacle, how benign the influence of all 
the Christians on earth uniting their prayers to God for the 
universal and permanent reign of peace! Would they not 
breathe through Christendom a spirit that would lull the demon 
of war to sleep? Should the waters of strife begin to rise, and 
dash, and foam, would they not pour upon them such celestial 
oil as would hush them ere-long into peace? Should all the 
followers of Christ in England and this country pray aright for 
this object, would it be possible for rulers again to embroil the 
two nations in war? 

Reflect on some of the motives to prayer and effort in behalf 
of this cause. If war is a sin against God, are we not as truly 
bound to seek its abolition, as we are the extinction of idolatry 
and superstition? If war has contaminated and debased our 
religion, ought we not to remove this plague-spot from the 
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bosom of the church? If peace is a part of the gospel essential 
to the perfection of Christian character, and the full conversion 
of our world to God, are we not plainly required to pray and 
labor for its prevalence coextensive with Christianity ? 

Just glance at the waste of property by war. We are told, 
on good authority, that our war with a handful of Indians in 
Florida has already cost us, beside the incidental destruction of 
property, not Jess than thirty millions of dollars! ‘The inciden- 
tal losses in war are generally far greater than its direct expen- 
ses; but merely the interest on the bare cost of this petty, 
shameful, unnecessary war would amount at six per cent., 
to one million eight hundred thousand dollars; nearly as 
much as all the Christians of every name in this country have 
contributed during the last ten years for the spread of the gos- 
pel among the heathen! Our revolutionary war cost England 
alone more than six hundred millions of dollars ; probably not a 
fifth part of what was on both sides expended or lost in one 
way and another; yet the simple interest on this fraction of 
what that war wasted, would be more than ten times as much 
as the present contributions of all Christendom for evangelizing 
the world! Our Congress, two years ago, appropriated at one 
session nearly thirty millions of ‘dollars for war- purposes ; the 
charge of Great Britain for her war-debt alone, is about one 
hundred and thirty millions of dollars a year; during twenty 
years from 1797, she spent for war an average of more than 
one million of dollars every day; and the support of the war- 
system costs Christendom even in a time of peace between one 
and two thousand millions of dollars every year! How small 
a fraction of this sum would be requisite to defray the expense 
of sending the gospel to every creature ! 

Reflect on the havoc of human life in war. Forty thousand 
slain in the battle of Waterloo! fifty thousand at Eylau! 
eighty thousand at Borodino! two hundred thousand in the war of 
our Revolution! three hundred thousand at Arbela! four hundred 
thousand by Julius Cesar in a single engagement! more than 
five hundred thousand in six months of the Russian campaign ! 
more than three millions by Alexander and Cesar each! five 
inillions in the wars of Napoleon! nine millions in the wars 
consequent on the French revolution ! twelve millions of Amer- 
ican Indians destroyed by the Spaniards in forty years ! twenty- 
five millions of lives sacrificed in the wars of the Reformation ! 
forty millions of nominal Christians in the Crusades ! ! 

What a destroyer of souls, too, is war! It is a school of sin, 
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a vast nursery of hell. It ripens men for perdition with fearful 
rapidity, and sweeps them into the bottomless pit by thousands. 
Nearly all its influences are ruinous to the soul. It fosters ig- 
norance, encourages intemperance, and abets licentiousness and 
almost every species of vice and crime. No revival of religion 
could commence or continue in the vicinity of a fleet or a camp 
during a state of actual warfare. It withholds or neutralizes 
the best means of grace. The millions of standing soldiers in 
Christendom, it deprives, even in peace, of nearly all religious 
privileges, and thus exposes them to almost certain perdition. 

What prompts you to aid any enterprise of Christian benev- 
olence or reform? Why do you take an interest so deep in 
a few hundred thousand seamen? ‘There are three or four 
millions of warriors in Christendom as much neglected as sea- 
men, and even more likely to perish in their sins. Do you 
pray for two millions and a half of our countrymen in bondage ? 
The four millions of soldiers,—not a mixture of men, women 
and children, but men alone in the vigor of life,—are generaily 
in a condition worse than that of Southern slaves. Do you give 
your money to supply our own destitute population with the 
' bread of life? ‘There are more men in Christendom deprived 
by the war-system even in peace of the means of grace, than 
all the destitute in our land. Do you pray and contribute for 
the spread of the gospel through the world? ‘The seven hun- 
dred missionaries now in the field are probably not instrumental 
in saving so many souls as the custom of war is, even in a time 
of peace, constantly destroying in C hristendom alone. Have 
your sympathies been excited in behalf of missionaries, at home 
and abroad, reported as suffering, or likely to suffer, from the 
diminished contributions for their support? All their sufferings 
from this cause are only a fraction of what soldiers are doomed 
to endure continually in war, and more or less even in a time 
of peace. Probably not one of our missionaries has been sub- 
jected to privations ‘and hardships so great as those which form 
the common Jot of soldiers. 

We have weighed the import of these statements with much 
care; we make them with a full conviction of their truth ; and, 
if true, are the sons and daughters of the God of peace under 
no special obligations to pray and labor for the spread of peace ? 
Do you desire ‘the salvation of souls? War destroys them with- 
out number. Would you increase the efficacy of the gospel in 
Christian lands? War neutralizes its saving power. Would 
you send the gospel to every creature? Ww ar obstructs its 
spread and triumph over the ‘earth. Would you rescue the 
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Sabbath from desecration? War tramples it in the dust. 
Would you check intemperance, licentiousness, and other forms 
of gross iniquity? War has ever been a hotbed of such abom- 
inations. Would you put an end to slavery, and the slave-trade, 
and piracy, and other gigantic sins? War was the origin, war 
is still the support of them all. Would you fain see the Mil- 
lennium of piety, and knowledge, and freedom, and universal 
happiness come? It never can come without peace to herald 
its approach. 


Ill. NEED OF MONEY IN THE CAUSE OF PEACE. 


Means are just as necessary for the spread of peace as for 
the spread of Christianity itself; and we seek to use, wherever 
the gospel prevails, those means which God has appointed for 
the spread of peace coextensive with our religion, and rendered 
just as indispensable for this purpose as the means of grace are 
for the conversion of sinners. 

We need not specify all the instrumentalities we would em- 
ploy. It may suffice to say, that we would fain set and keep 
at. work a system of agencies, and publications, and other 
means, like those in the temperance reform, sufficient under 
God to bring the sentiments and practice of all Christendom 
into accordance with the gospel on this subject, and thus put an 
end to war in every Christian land. We wish for this purpose 
to employ the ordinary channels of communication with the 
public, and to pour through them, especially through the pulpit 
and the press, a ceaseless. stream a such facts, and arguments, 
and appeals, as shall wake a slumbering community, and keep 
them awake, to this cause, till wars cease from Christendom and 
the world. 

Can all this be done without money? Can books, and tracts, 
and periodical sbe published, and put in extensive circulation 
without pecuniary ticans? Most of the labor in this cause has 
heretofore been gratuitous ; but the requisite system of operations 
cannot be carried on without supporting some men exclusive- 
ly devoted to our service. And must not all these instrumen- 
talities require a far greater amount of funds than the Society 
has yet received? We need for the present, an average of one 
agent to every State in the Union ; and, besides gratuitously fur- 

nishing with our periodical the thousand ministers or more who 
are pledged to preach on the subject of peace, it would cost 
nearly five thousand dollars to put a single tract at one cent 
piece in every family in New England alone, and thirty 
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thousand dollars for the whole country. Money is just as es- 
sential to this cause as to any other enterprise of benevolence 
or reform ; but it has always languished for the want of pecun- 
jary means; and never can it reach a high degree of success, 
until its professed friends contribute to it with the same degree 
of liberality that they do to kindred objects. 

Look at similar enterprises. How came Howard to accom- 
plish so much in so short a time? Had he been a poor man, 
like ourselves, his utmost zeal would have been abortive; but 
his own resources enabled him to spend in the prosecu- 
tion of his favorite object an average of nearly ten thousand 
dollars a year for more than sixteen years. Whence the speedy 
and glorious success of the temperance cause? Not only have 
ministers and churches taken hold of it as a part of their appro- 
priate business ; but it was started, and has been sustained by 
Tappan, and Sargent, and Delavan, and other men of wealth 
pledging their purses for its support. ‘The State Temperance 
Society of New York alone had in its employ not long since 
ten lecturers ; and in one year it raised nearly forty-six thousand 
dollars, and circulated more than four millions of temperance 
publications. What has given such an impulse to the anti-sla- 
very movement? Its friends have all been ready to give liber- 
ally for its advancement; a few men of princely fortunes have 
pledged their hundreds every month, their five or ten thousand 
dellars a year; and with this money abolitionists have moved 
the nation. Without money, what could have been done in 
any of these enterprises? And can the cause of peace be car- 
ried forward any better without fund: ? We wonder, that so 
much has been accomplished in this cause with resources so 
very slender ; for the contributions to our Society amounted for 
the first six years to an average of only five hundred and thirty 
dollars a year ! 

We reppice, however, that the Christian community are now 
waking to this cause. It has been warmly commended to pat- 
ronage by not a few of the highest ecclesiastical bodies in the 
land; our agents have been welcomed to the pulpits of nine 
religious denomin: itions ; ministers of almost every name are 
willing, in large and increasing numbers, to plead its claims ; 
and among every class of Christians we have found some pre- 
pared to le nd us their cheerful and zealous support. The pub- 
lic mind is ripe for effort ; we need only the means of sustaining 
the requisite system of ope1 rations; and we trust the friends of 
God will not let such a cause languish for the want of what they 
can, if they will, easily furnish at once. Cannot every church 
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make their pastor a life-member of our Society? Cannot most 





ni of the Christians who read these pages, send us each a dollar, 
i mi which will secure to him our periodical for a year, or two dol- 
: im) lars, which will constitute him a member of our Society, and 
i entitle him to the Advocate, for the same time ? 

ni Brethren in Christ, we must have aid, or we cannot sustain 
; this great work. Our tracts are nearly exhausted; and we 


ought not only to issue new editions, but to publish new tracts. 
iit We would, but cannot supply with our periodical all the pas- 
. a tors willing to plead this cause before their people. Our present 
| means will enable us to send forth only a small part of the agents 
or publications necessary to meet the awakened and fast increas- 
a ing demand for light on this long-neglected subject. Must the 
cause still droop for want of funds? Will not the friends of 
if peace all over the land come to our aid? “ Blessed are the 
i peace-makers ; for they shall be called the children of God.” 





Articie Il. 
COOPERATION AMONG THE FRIENDS OF PEACE, 


| 
i 
Te cause of peace has always suffered from the want of 
+ i codperation among its friends ; and we have been surprised to 
la. find even good men, who professed attachment to this cause, 
| and a desire that something specific and decisive should be 
done for its promotion, still reluctant to codperate for the pur- 
i pose on any common ground, 
of Here is a very serious obstacle ; and at whose door does the 
| fault lie? ‘The leading friends of this enterprise, so far from 
3 lacking a disposition to conciliate, have aimed so to construct 
a their system of operation, that those who are willing to po 
anything for the promotion of peace, could all consistently 
unite. Whether they believe or deny wars strictly de- 
fensive to be contrary to the gospel, they have been invited 
| to codperate in seeking a great common object, the entire 
' abolition of this custom; nor have we been wont to repel any 
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) sincere friends of the cause, either by denouncing them as ul- 

i traists because they go a little farther in their views than we 

do, or by reproaching them as time-servers because they do 
not come quite up to our standard. 
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that hears this appeal, raise the small sum of twenty dollars to | 
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Such has been the general course of peace societies. More 
than nine-tenths, perh: aps forty-nine in fifty, have acted on this 
catholic, conciliatory prince iple. The London Peace Soc iety, 
though discarding every species of war as contrary to a re ligion 
of universal peace and love, has still admitted the ec Operation 
of those who retain doubts concerning the incompatibility 
of wars purely defensive with the precepts of the gospel, and 
recommended that its auxiliaries should be organized in such a 
way as to embrace all the active friends of peace without ref- 
erence to this vexed question. ‘lhe peace societies of Mas- 
sachusetts, Connecticut, Rhode Island, and other parts of our 
country, are well known to have gone upon this plan; the 
American Peace Soc lety was organized in the same way ; 
and the late revision of its constitution was neither designed 
nor expected to exclude from codperation any that are wii- 
ling to usk MEANS for the promotion of universal and per- 
manent peace. 

Do you ask, then, for the reason of any change in its con- 
stitution on this point? ‘The Society, while professing to 

take no ground as a society on the subject of defensive war, 

was in fact regarded as lending its countenance to such wars, 
just as those who object to a pledge of abstinence from all in- 
toxicating drinks, are clainied as advocates for some use of 
fermented liquors; and a few of our members so unwisely 
expended all their zeal for peace in trying to keep defensive 
war in repute, that believers in the duty of total abstinence 
from this custom, disgusted and alarmed, thought it inconsistent 
for themselves to codperate, without a pledge from the Society, 
that its influence should be allowed no longer to encourage war 
in any form. ‘The demand appeared so reasonable, that the 
revised constitution gave such a pledge, by recognising for its 
basis the contrariety of all war to the spirit of the gospel. 

Under such a constitution, cannot al/ the friends of peace 
consistently unite? We do not propose this principle as a 
pledge ; we do not enforce it as a test; we merely give it as 
a guarantee, that our influence as a society shall never go to 
countenance any form of war. Our general course is still the 
same. We continue to circulate our old tracts as the best we 
can find to promote our great object. Our agents, with a sin- 
gle addition of kindred character, are the same as before ; and 
they deliver essentially the same lectures, and use in nearly all 
respects the same means for advancing the cause. 

Our instrument is the simplest form of moral suasion. We 
do not expect, like some other enterprises of reform, to accom- 
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plish our object by tests and pledges. We seek to diffuse 
light concerning the guilt and the evils of war; we aim at a 
right application of Christian truth and love to this subject ; 
and we trust in God to render this leaven effectual in filling 
every Christian community with such an abhorrence of war, and 
such strong desires for peace at all hazards, as shall constrain 
rulers to employ only pacific expedients in settling internation- 
al disputes. Our mode of procedure differs in this respect from 
that of the temperance cause ; and not a few minds have been 
confused in consequence of overlooking this difference which 
opens a way for the consistent codperation of those who do not 
perfectly agree in their views on all the points of this difficult 
and complicated subject. 

If we cannot codperate on such grounds, there is an end to 
all hope of uniting the friends of peace. And must we aban- 
don a hope so important, if not essential, to success? Will the 
professed friends of this cause stand aloof, some becausé we go 
too far, and others still because we do not go far enough? 
With such a disposition can any cause prosper? And are the 
professed friends of this enterprise determined thus to cut its 
sinews? Will they never learn on both sides the wisdom, for- 
bearance and conciliation necessary to successful codperation ? 
Are they willing by such a course to expose the cause to fail- 
ure or embarrassment, and every class of its friends to scorn 
and reproach? ‘ We hope better things, though we thus 
speak ;” and we use this plainness of speech merely to dissuade 
our friends from a course that cannot fail to obstruct and crip- 
ple more or Jess all our movements in this blessed cause. 





Articxe IIL. 


ACTION OF CHURCHES ON THE SUBJECT OF PEACE. 


Tue Rev. Dr. Merrill, of Middlebury, Vt., has long been 
a friend to our cause ; and his church, after having heard the 
subject of peace discussed from the pulpit, appointed a com- 
mittee to take the matter into consideration, who subsequently 
reported the following preamble and resolutions, “‘ which were 
unanimously adopted,” Feb. 3d, 1837. 

“The committee, to whom it was referred to consider the 
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subject of peace, and to recommend some plan for the action 
of the church, believing that most, if not all national wars, as 
well as all national and private quarrels, are contrary to the 
spirit of the gospel, which it is the duty of all Christians at all 
times to practise and inculcate, and that they originate in the 
pride, and selfishness, and passions of men; believing also, 
that the prevalence of the principles of peace, which is repre- 
sented in the prophecies of Scripture as one of the most dis- 
linguishing characteristics of the predicted glorious state of the 
church on : earth, must become universal before that interesting 
period can take place; and believing that this is a point of 
Christian principle and duty which has hitherto been too little 
thought of and regarded in the church generally, do recommend 
the adoption of the following resolves 

“1. Resolved, That, while this church do not see the im- 
portance, and doubt the expediency, of forming among them- 
selves a distinct organization for the promotion of this particular 
branch of Christian doctrine and duty, they do cordially ap- 
prove the principles of the American Peace Society, and 
believe it the duty of all Christians to cultivate these principles 
among themselves, and to make them the subject of more 
frequent conversation with others. 

“2. Resolved, That, in the opinion of this church, it is the 
duty of ministers nore frequently in their ministrations to 
inculcate these principles as an important branch of Christian 
doctrine ; and that the pastor of this church be requested to 
preach on the subject as soon and as often as he may find 
convenient. 

“3. Resolved, That it is the duty of members of this church 
to contribute to the funds of the American Peace Society, to 
enable them to employ agents, and issue publications for the 
purpose of spreading more extensively a knowledge, and urging 
more effectually the importance, of the Christian principles of 
peace among the churches.” 

We are glad to see one of the largest and most intelligent 
churches in the country taking such a stand on this subject ; 
and, should churches of ev ery name follow the example so far 
as merely to come out, and bear their testimony in favor of 
peace as a part of the gospel obligatory, like faith and repent- 
ance, on every follower of Christ, a public opinion would soon 
be formed strong enough to force upon rulers the necessity of 
henceforth settling international difficulties only by pacific 
expedients. There is in the church alone moral power suffi- 
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cient under God to secure such a result before the present 
generation of Christendom shall sleep with their fathers. 

And is it not time for the church to put forth this power ? 
Can she consistently refuse or delay any longer to take some 
stand on this great evangelical subject? Will Christians suffer 
themselves still to be regarded by the unevangelized portions of 
our race as abettors of war, and their religion. as sanctioning all 
its atrocities and horrors? Will they continue by their prac- 
tice to endorse such a libel on the gospel of péace, on the 
Prince of peace, on the God of peace? While the war-sys- 
tem, upheld in Christendom itself for fifteen centuries, is now 
demanding for its support even in peace millions of soldiers, and 
thousands of millions of dollars every year; while it is wasting 
incomparably more blood and treasure than would be requisite 
under God for the world’s conversion ; while infidels, and Jews, 
and Mohammedans, and pagans, all unite in denouncing Chris- 
tianity as a religion of blood, or reproach its votaries with the 
inconsistency of preaching peace, and practising war ; will the 
church of Christ refuse to publish, wherever her name is known, 
the pacific principles of her own gospel? If she does refuse, 
God will hold her responsible for the consequences. 

We recommend no precipitate or injudicious movement. 
The way should be well prepared ; for a church ought never, 
especially on sucha subject, totake a leapin the dark. Let the 
pastor preach upon it; let it come before the whole church for 
inquiry, and a free interchange of thoughts; let them examine 
the Bible upon it; let publications on peace be circulated among 
them to assist their inquiries after truth and duty ; let Christians 
fully resolve to ascertain and do what God requires of them on 
this long-neglected part of the gospel ; and when their views 
are sufficiently settled, let them publish to the world such a 
testimony on the subject as they will review with pleasure at 
the day of judgment. 

Here is something to be done by every church in Christen- 
dom. We would not dictate the mode; every church and 
pastor can select their own course; but we do feel that it is 
high time for a// Christians to take some order on this subject, 
and let the world know in what light they regard the custom of 
war. ‘The church will generally wait for their pastor to move 
on the subject ; ; and we hope that pastors will bring it before 
iheir brethren in the church as soon as circumstances will allow. 
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Articie IV. 


CORRESPONDENCE ON PEACE. 


I. DR. ALLEN’S LETTER TO MR. LADD. 


Dear Srr, I have received the Ninth Report of the American 
Peace Society, in which is published the revised constitution of that 
Society, Article Il of which is as follows: “This Society, being 
founded on the principle, that all war is contrary to the spirit of the 
gospel, shall have for its object to illustrate the inconsistency of war 
with Christianity, to show its baleful influence on all the great inter- 
ests of mankind, and to devise means for insuring universal and 
permanent peace.” I perceive, also, by the same Report, that my 
name is printed among the Vice Presidents of the Society. By the 
Advocate of Peace for June, I also find, that great importance is 
attached by the managers of that publication to the change effected 
by that article in the constitution of the Society. 

Now, my dear Sir, it happens, that one of your Vice Presidents does 
not believe the truth of the principle asserted in that article, and on 
which, as that article asserts, your Society is founded. I have never 
been a believer in that principle. On the contrary, I had occasion 
to write for your former publication, the Calumet of January and 
February, 1834, and May and June, 1834, the pieces entitled “ Defen- 
sive War vindicated,” designed to refute the assertion of Mr. Grimké, 
“war in any shape, from any motive, and carried on in any mode, is 
utterly indefensible on Christian principles, and utterly irreconcilable 
with a Christian spirit.” 

I am not now « believer in the Quaker principle of the criminality 
of defensive war. I ought not, therefore, to lend even the poor sup- 
port of my name to a principle which I think not founded upon the 
gospel, not true, and blasting to the prospects of usefulness of a 
Society in which | have felt an interest, and which I hoped would 
tend to correct the public opinion concerning war. 

Nor am | alone in this strange predicament, of being nominally a 
high officer in a society, whose leading principle is not credited, but 
regarded as erroneous and pernicious. It was but a short time ago, 
that I was conversing with a gentleman, whose name appears in 
your list of officers, and who expressed views on this subject in 
perfect accordance with my own. 

I find myself, I must confess, in a singular situation. A few years 
ago, | became a life-member of the American Peace Society, when it 
was constituted on principles which did not touch the question of 
defensive war. I took pleasure in contributing to jts funds, in writ- 
ing for the pages of its periodical, and in recommending its design. 
But now I learn, that the Society has a revised constitution, the sec- 
ond and chief article of which is, that “all war [of course defensive 
as well as offensive} is contrary to the spirit of the gospel.” The 
effect of this change, I suppose,—unless I myself change too, and 
say, “lempora mutantur, et nos mutamur in illis,,—is to remove me 
from a membership in the American Peace Society, as it now is. I 
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am content. But I shall be happy again to assist the Society, should 
it, after a sufficient trial of the new basis on which it now rests, 
return to its primitive principles. Indeed, I trust it v ‘I return to 
them. lam persuaded, that it can never truly flourish, can never 
touch beneficially the great interests of this country, or of any other 
country, until it does return to them. 

As Lam compelled, by the circumstances in which I am placed, 
thus publicly to address you, I hope you will permit me freely to 
express my views, and will cause my letter to be inserted in the 
Advocate, especially as the Advocate makes the promise, “on all 
points of this great subject, we shall open our pages to a fair and 
full exhibition of both sides.” Allow me, then, to state the reasons 
why I dissent from the leading principle on which your Society is 
now founded, and why I believe that defensive war is in harmony with 
the spirit of the gospel.. 

1. I dissent from your leading principle, because I am persuaded, 
that it will prove an insuperable obstacle to any great results from 
your Society. With that principle, the statesmen who govern the 
world must look upon the Society as a body of visionaries and fanat- 
ies, ignorant of the world’s affairs; whereas, with the primitive con- 
stitution, the Society was in a fair way to make converts of even 
illustrious statesmen. With that principle, public opinion will regard 
the Society, as it has regarded Quakerism for a century and a half, 
as a dream of weak benevolence, and not a practical system, like 
the gospel. 

I am aware, that you may say, ‘truth is to be maintained, though 
statesmen reject it, and the public opinion scoff at it This is what 
I myself maintain; and the éruk of your principle I shall soon exam- 
ine. But at present, the probabilities of success in the world are the 
subject of consideration. “And how can a society succeed, which 
says to men, ‘You must not resist the robber, the assassin, the mur- 
derer, )ut must yield yourself to his will?’ You may struggle for 
life, if attacked by a wolf or a mad bull; but if a demon in human 
shape aims his knife at your throat, you must not resist him, or, if 
you do resist him, it must not be with a deadly weapon. If you are 
the Governor of Massachusetts, and a ship’s crew of a hundred 
pirates should approach Boston, to sack, to burn, to ravish, and to 
murder, ‘you must not be so unchristian as to order the cannon of 
the castle to be turned upon that ship with a black flag; you must 
not allow the “ Ancient and Honorable,” nor any other Boston com- 
pany, to rush with deadly weapons upon the brutal crew, as they 
are landing on Long Wharf. No man, at his own door, may lift his 
hand to defend his life, and the honor of his wife and daughters.’ 
How can a society which says this, meet else than general scorn in 
the community ? 

Nor can it be alleged, that you do not say this. Your principle, 
denying the right of defensive war, does say this. Moreover, in the 
pieces referred to, I put the precise question to Mr. Grimké in 1834, 
whether, if he was the chief magistrate of Charleston, and a ship of 
lustful, bloodthirsty pirates should approach, be should think the 
gospel forbade him to defend the city by firing a cannon at the pirate 
ship. [lis reply was, that a “ Christian magistrate acknowledges the 
law of love and forgiveness as above all human regulations ;” that 
in such a case he must resign his office, or should make proclama- 
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tion, that all the churches be opened, and prayers be addressed to 
God to change the hearts of the invaders; and then, that he would 
throw open the gate fronting the enemy, and would meet them ina 
procession of the clergy, and of Sunday school teachers and scholars, 
“dressed in the white robes of peace.” Such a spectacle, be thinks, 
would “soften the hearts, and change the purposes of that band of 
greedy, lustful, bloodthirsty pirates!” (Calumet, 1835, p. 177.) 

Such is the honest carrying out of the principle on which the 
American Peace Society is now ‘founde dd. It annihilates government. 
It delivers the sheep and the lambs over to the wolf. It would be a 
very satisfactory doctrine to the corsairs of Barbary, and the pirates 
of the West Indies. It would put it in the power of one fiendish 
man to glut all his appetites, and to indulge all his ferocious passions 
in every village of New England. But surely, any comment is un- 
necessary on the acknowledgment of Mr. Grimkeé. 

‘The God of nature has given to man the right of self-defence,—a 
right recognised in the Jewish law. The gospel has not repealed 
the grant. How can a principle which is contrary to the law of 
nature be acceptable to the common sense of men? Indeed, | fear, 
that the gospel itself, if this misconstruction should be fastened upon 
it, would find this misconstruction a greater obstacle to its success 
than the resistance and persecutions of kings and emperors. But 
this dead weight, as I shall soon show, does not hang upon the 
gospel; for the gospel asserts the power of the magistrate, whose 
chief business is the protection, by a deadly instrument,—the sword, 
—of the property and lives of the citizens against the invaders of 
property and life. 

2. I dissent from your principle, because it is not supported by 
the voice of the Christian church in any age. 

Not a writer among the Christian fathers , for a ce ntury after the 
birth of Christ, alludes to the question of the right of war. In the 
second century, there were many soldiers in the Roman army in 
Germany, as is proved by Tertullian’s Apology, who also boasts, 
that Christians swarmed in the Roman camps, and says, “ we sail, we 
war with you;” that is,‘we are your fellow-soldiers. In the third 
and fourth centuries, some few writers may have expressed senti- 
ments adverse to defensive as well as offensive war. But then, as 
Mr. Thomas Clarkson admits, many Christians were soldiers; and 
other writers maintained different views. ‘The Anabaptists in Ger- 
many, Erasmus, and the Quakers, have in modern times advanced 
the principle of non-resistance ; but, with these exceptions,—with 
perhaps the heretical Manichaeans,—the church universal on the 
earth, in its highest aims to promote the principles of the gospel of 
peace, has never thought of disarming the magistrate, of overthrow- 
ing government, of pulling down court-houses and prisons, as a 
gentleman of your school in Massachusetts assured me he should 
be glad to see done, relying solely on the gospel for the preservation 
of order. Has the church for eighteen centuries totally mistaken 
the bearing of the gospel on human society? I doubt not, that the 
gospel, when it shall triumph in the hearts of all, will establish 
universal peace. But in the mean time, while there are murderers, 
the sword of the magistrate must cut them off, and preserve the 
virtuous and the good from the violence of ruffians. But if you say, 
‘only obey the gospel, and Providence will protect you!’ here you 
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assume, that non-resistance is obedience to the gospel; and are we 
to look, at the present day, for miracles? 

3. I dissent from your principle, because it is founded on a mis- 
construction of some of the precepts of Christ. ! 

In the 5th chapter of Matthew are the precepts, “I say unto you, 
that ye resist not evil; but whosoever will smite thee on the right 
cheek, turn to him the other also. And if any man sue thee at the 
law, and take away thy coat, let him take thy cloak also; and from 
him that would borrow of thee, turn not thou away.” 

‘The innumerable commentators on the Bible, from the early ages 
of the church, have considered these words as enjoining a meek and 
peaceful disposition, not as to be understood literally, and only liter- 
ally; for in that case, if you should be smitten on the left cheek, 
instead of the right, Christ’s instructions would not reach you. We 
are to ask, ‘ W hat did Jesus mean to teach? What disposition or 
temper would he enjoin?’ Indeed, in regard to the precept, “ give 
to him that asketh thee,” the most determined Quaker will not take 
the words lite rally, but will modify and explain them, so as not to 
be compelled to give away all his property to a sturdy beggar. The 
Quaker is right; he understands that the words only recommend a 
charitable disposition.’ Why, then, does he not understand, in a 
similar manner, the other precept, “resist not evil,” as recommend- 
ing only a meek disposition, not as delivering up human society 
into the hands of a ruffian ? 

Other precepts of Christ in the same chapter are these: “ Love 
your enemies; do good to them that curse you, and pray for them 
that despitefully use you and persecute you.” 

If you argue from these words against defensive war, you must 
also argue from them against the punishme nt of any criminal. A 
man murders your son, or robs you and burns up your house; do 
you think, that it was the design of Christ to prohibit you from ap- 
pealing to the magistrate for the punishment of the evil-doer? Yet, 
the magistrate is the minister of God, appointed for this very purpose, 
to punish evil-doers ; and this you learn from Paul, the most eminent 
preacher of the gospel, the chosen apostle of Jesus Christ. Did he 
not understand the gospel ? 

Let it be, that you must not hate your enemy. You ought not to 
hate him. But, without bating him, you may summon the murderer 
of your son to the bar of the magistrate; the jury should bring in 
their verdict of “ guilty,” without hating him; and the judge should 
pronounce the awful sentence of the law, without hating bim; and 
the officer, who is emphatically and finally the minister of God’s 
justice, should execute the sentence of the law, without hating him. 

And if the poor wretch should appeal to'yourself, you should be 
able to say,‘I do not hate you, although you have murdered my son; 
but the claims of justice, the order of society, the security of the 
lives of others, the injunctions of the highest be snevolence, and the 
express command of God,—*he that sheddeth man’s blood, by man 
shall his blood be shed,”—re quire you to be eapitally punished ; and, 
with all my abhorrence of you, sincerely will I pray for you,—* God 
have mercy on your soul!”? 

Did Christ, then, mean to prohibit the capital punishment of mur- 
derers, when he said, “ Love your enemies?” Dr. Paley’s remarks 
on these precepts of Christ may here well be remembered: “ These 
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rules were designed to regulate personal conduct from personal 
motives, and fur this purpose alone.” “The precepts, or rather the 
dispositions which these precepts inculcate, relate to personal con- 
duct from personal motives; to cases in which men act from impulse 
for themselves and from themselves. When it comes to be consid- 
ered what is necessary to be done for the sake of the public, and out 
of regard to the general welfare (which considerations, for the most 
part, ought exclusively to govern the duties of men in public stations), 
it comes to a case to which the rules do not belong.” 

By overlooking this distinction of Dr. Paley, and by wrong views 
of the origin of government, a distinguished writer of our country 
has fallen into av obvious inconsistency in his valuable work on 
morals, He admits the right of the magistrate to “ punish,” and to 
punish so as “to prevent a repetition” of the offence by the individ- 
ual or others; that is, a right to punish by way of example or warn- 
ing. He admits the right of capital punishment for murder. He 
admits the obligation of society “to defend” the individual, and of 
course by physical force, by deadly instruments; and the obligation 
to cause justice to be dune to the individual. ‘These admissions are 
enough to establish the right and the obligation of defensive war, 
when citizens are unjustly attacked by a foreign power; for the 
magistrate is bound to protect, to defend the citizens, and to redress 
their wrongs; and he may punish, so as to “ prevent a repetition” of 
the attack. Yet, afterwards, he just overturns his own principles; 
for he says, the individual is bound to forgive the offending party, 
and he has no right to authorize society to do otherwise ; and hence 
all wars seem to be contrary to the revealed will of God. God com- 
mands us to love all men; therefore God forbids all war. 

The fallacy here is either in supposing, that the precept to forgive 
applies to the case of the magistrate, or that the magistrate may not 
JSorgive while he punishes; and also in supposing, that the duties of 
rulers depend on express authority from individuals; whereas God 
has instituted government, and made it the duty of rulers to punish. 
‘The writer referred to admits the right to put to death the murderer ; 
but is this to forgive the offender, and to love him, as be explains 
and applie#the precept? Besides, what does he mean by saying, 
the individual has “the right to wield in his defence the whole 
power of society,” if it is contrary to the gospel. to wield physical 
force in driving back an invading foe ? 

jut “God has subjected societies, as well as individuals, to the 
law of benevolence.” This is true. Yet it does not apply to the 
case of punishment. That law does not probibit the individual nor 
society from punishing for the public good. A magisirate is bound 
always to act from benevolence, and a regard to justice, and not from 
revenge and passion, in cutting off a criminal; and society is bound, 
in repelling an invading army, to have the same feelings as the 
magistrate in capitally punishing the murderer. 

With his explanation of the precepts of Christ referred to, I sup- 
pose, that the writer, in order to be consistent, ought to deny to 
society as well as individuals the right of punishment altogether. 
To this result, my dear Sir, the Rev. H. C. Wright, who was lately, 
if he is not now, one of your agents, fearlessly and consistently ar- 
rived. He says, “ What kind of civil government has God ordained 
in the gospel,—one that is to be administered on the law of violence, 
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or the law of love and forgiveness? Does the government that the 
gospel approves, permit its laws to be enforced by inflicting physical 
or corporeal punishments? I believe, that the gospel allows men to 
exercise no other government over each other, than one founded on 
the rule of love and forgiveness, of returning good for evil.” 1 might 
here ask, what kind of government would this be? But he also says, 
“Surely, Christians have no right to unite with God’s enemies in 
erecting a soulless, irresponsible, bloody MONSTER, to execute wrath 
and violence on those whom God, their Saviour, commands them to 
love and pity.” 

And has it come to this, that all government which wields physical 
force (and what is government in man or God without physical 
force ?) is a “bloody MonsTER?” Shall we, then, disarm our magis- 
trates, burn up our court-houses, and pull down our prisons ? 

4, I dissent from your principle, because it contradicts the plainest 
and most decisive instructions of the gospel. By the gospel, I mean 
the teaching of Christ, whether by himself personally, or by his 
apostles. 

‘The tollowing are the words of Paul, in his epistle to the Romans, 
13th chapter: “ Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers ; 
for there is no power but of God. He is the minister of God to thee 
for good. But if thou do that which is evil, be afraid ; for he beareth 
not the sword in vain; for he is the minister of God, a revenger to 
execute wrath upon him that doeth evil.” 

Here we are taught distinctly, that rulers have their authority 
from God, and that they have the right of capital punishment, which 
is meant by bearing the sword, the sword being the usual instrument 
of execution. We are taught also, that the infliction of wrath upon 
evil-doers is in accordance with God’s will. But suppose the evil- 
doers, instead of springing up singly in a community, should come 
in a band, in the shape of an army, to invade the public peace and 
desolate a country; is the ruler in this case to sheathe his sword, 
and deliver up the people to the will of every band of ruffians? Is 
the ruler to execute the individual murderer, but to bow his own 
neck and to deliver up the citizens to a company of murderers ? 

While the right, the power, the duty of the ruler, in respect to 
using the sword against evil-doers, and inflicting upon them wrath, 
is thus most distinctly announced by Paul, he has no where declared 
that all wars are contrary to the spirit of the gospel; nor has any 
other apostle, nor Jesus Christ thus spoken. It is true, that James 
asks, “ From whence come wars and fightings among you? Come 
they not hence, of your lusts, that war in your members?” 

But Calvin, Rosenmiiller, Pott, and other commentators, suppose, 
that there is here no reference to public war, but only to the divi- 
sions, the strife, the contentions of individuals, terminating sometimes 
in the loss of life. This meaning seems to be determined by the 
connection in the preceding verses, in which the apostle had spoken 
of bitter envying and strife, and recommended peace. But if the 
passage refers to war, it proves nothing as to a just, defensive war, 
though it condemns the wars of the Jewish people, to which it may 
refer. 

Setting, then, this passage aside, is it not extraordinary, that 
throughout the whole gospel there is not to be found such a short 
sentence as this: “all wars are unlawful?” Is it not remarkable, 
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that Peter was sent to preach the gospel to a devout soldier, to 
Cornelius, first of all the Gentiles. Is it not remarkable, that 
Christ should commend the faith of the centurion, or captain of 
a hundred men? Is it not remarkable, that when soldiers came to 
John, and asked him, “ What shall we do?” he did not command 
them to throw down their arms, instead of requiring them to be 
“content with their wages?” If all wars are utterly irreconcilable 
with the spirit of the gospel, why, in an affair of such immense 
importance to the welfare of the whole family of mankind, was the 
great Teacher of men entirely silent? 

5. I dissent from your principle, because God has authorized and 
approved of wars, and commanded them. All war is not therefore 
in itself immoral. 

Sometimes the Jewish law is represented as instituting a religion 
of severity and cruelty, and the gospel as restoring the long-lost 
sway of mercy and love; as though God was not in ancient times 
the same God that he is now, the same moral governor of the world, 
the same unchanging enemy of immorality and iniquity. God com- 
manded the wars of Canaan. And before the Jewish law, when 
Abraham heard that Lot was taken captive, he armed his trained 
servants, and rushed to the rescue, and smote and dispersed the 
enemy; and in return from this self-moved war, he was met by 
Melchizedek, king of Salem, the great type of Christ, the priest of 
the Most High God, who blessed him and said, “ Blessed be Abra- 
ham of the Most High God, possessor of heaven and earth; and 
blessed be the Most High God, which hath delivered thine enemies 
into thy hand.” 

If all wars are contrary to the spirit of the gospel, I do not believe 
that the priest of the Most High God, the type of Christ (if not, as 
many think, Christ himself), would have commended Abraham for 
this warlike exploit, and given God thanks for its result. On the 
contrary, he would have denounced upon the patriarch the anger of 
God, and bid him go and repent in dust and ashes. Jehovah, in the 
principles of his moral government, changeth not. He has approved 
of just wars; he approves of them now; and he will approve of 
them to the end of the world. Even after the thousand years of 
peace which the gospel will produce by its universal influence, Satan 
(we are informed, Rev. 20) will go out to deceive the nations and to 
gather them together to battle; “they will compass the camp of the 
saints and the holy city.” But that will be the final battle of the 
earth; and the Almighty himself will wage it in his justice. He 
wil! not require his saints to go out in Sabbath school procession to 
melt the hearts of Satan’s adherents; but he himself, in his avenging 
wrath, by fire from heaven will destroy them. 

I have already said, my dear Sir, that I deplore the change of 
your constitution, because I foresee, in consequence of it, the de- 
struction of the usefulness of the American Peace Society. 

I doubt not, that in these days of extremes you may obtain some 
converts to your new principles. Indeed, one of your associates 
suggested to me the necessity of falling in with the spirit of the 
times. Yet you ought to ook to others besides men of warm pas- 
sions and headlong zeal. For the success of your society among 
the Christian churches, I suppose you must look to the great body 
of experienced ministers and reflecting Christians who are not borne 
away by an impracticable radicalism, but who have good sense, 
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strong judgments, sound wisdom. Can they be made to understand 
the gospel as you understand it? Must they not see, that your con- 
struction of the precepts of Christ goes to the abolition of all pun- 
ishment in families and in society, and to the annibilation of all 
government : ? 

For success also, I suppose, you must look to the great body of 
the citizens; for your whole hope is to operate by public opinion. 
And now it appears to me that you have a more difficult work before 
you, to bring public opinion to fall in with your views, than ever 
before was undertaken by a man of your experience and acquaint- 
ance with the world. Though you may admit, inconsistently with 
your construction of the precepts of Christ, the right of imprison- 
ment, which is doing evil to the wicked, instead of forgiving them, 
yet others, more consistent, deny the right of punishment altogether. 
The plain, common sense people, whom you wish to convert to 
your faith, will, lam afraid, be disposed to ask you if you will pun- 
ish atall. “ How, Sir, if you may not use a deadly instrument, will 
you be able to catch the murderer, who has a sword in bis hand ? 
Will you noose him with a lasso, as the South American catches a 
wild bull? Can you even do this, for may he not carry a pistol or a 
rifle? May he not thus set at defiance all the authorities of the 
country, if they may not use against him a weapon of death? And 
should you get him into prison, how, without such a weapon, can 
you allow him even to take the air of the yard? And will you cru- 
elly keep him shut up always in his cell? Is this to love and forgive 
him? Was it a crime in our fathers to resist the invading armies of 
Great Britain? Is it a crime in our southern and western brethren 
to defend themselves at any time against the tomahawk of the sav- 
age, or the assaults of ruffians and pirates?” Can you persuade the 
people to abandon all preparation for defence, and to give up their 
firesides and families to every invader? You go even further than 
Robert Barclay, the Quaker, by speaking for the present magistrates 
of the Christian world, who have not “come up to the pure dispen- 
sation.” ‘These are his words: “And therefore, while they are in 
that condition, we shall not say, that war, undertaken upon a just 
occasion, is altogether unlawful to them.” 

It is with unfeigned grief, that I am thus constrained to dwell 
upon what, in my view, are the blighted prospects of your society. 
You have done much for its interests; you have not withheld your 
money por your labors in the cause of peace. ‘The friends of the 
Peace Society were increasing. It was strong in argument and 
reason; and reasonable men could be addressed without blushing. 

sy patience, you might have lived to see the fruit of your toils. But 
the age of radicalism had arrived. You saw the effects of flaming 
zeal, and you wished to enlist the energies of religious enthusiasm 
in the cause of your society, that it might thrive and grow rapidly, 
like some other institutions. The simplicity of the principle—the 
gospel forbids all war—which Mr. Grimké had advocated, struck you 
as admirable and efficient. A small ecclesiastical body far away in 
Michigan espoused the Quaker principle; and I think it has been 
stated, that a few other ecclesiastical bodies, whether Methodist or 
Baptist | know not, have followed in the same path. And now, at 
the late ninth annual meeting, the Peace Society, by a vote of the 
members present, have incorporated that principle into the consti- 
tution. 
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I most sincerely deplore the course which has been adopted ; for 
I cannot resist the persuasion, that your society, in its present form, 
is to all important purposes and results dead. I have loved the 
American Peace Society; | have hoped for its success; but now I 
am not sure but many of its friends will be led to inquire, whether 
they have not mistaken the way of promoting peace ?—whether the 
spread of the gospel is not a better way than laboring to propagate 
even the correct principles of peace abstractedly and separately ?— 
whether it is possible to change the face of the world in regard to 
peace, except by the power on the human heart of the gospel of 
peace, preached by the intelligent, devoted ministers of Jesus Christ ? 

As I may never have occasion to address you again on the subject 
of peace, permit me to say, that I truly honor you for your past 
efforts in what I deem an excellent cause. Even in your toils to 
promote your new Quaker principle, | could wish you success, pro- 
vided your first converts,—the first to be persuaded to abandon the 
“law of violence,’ or the use of the sword—shall be the men on 
whose eye the gleam of the sword of justice is terrifying, the robber, 
the pirate, the murderer, the men of crime and blood. But I trust, 
my dear Sir, that after a few years’ experience of your present plan, 
—for I hope you will yet live many years,—you will abandon it, and 
return to labors which promise a harvest, not of disappointment, but 
of great and permanent good. WituraAmM ALLEN. 

Brunswick, Me., August 4, 1837. 


II. MR. LADD’S ANSWER TO DR. ALLEN’S LETTER. 


Dear Sir, I received a copy of the Recorder, containing your 
letter to me, a fortnight after the date of the paper. Previous en- 
gagements have prevented me from answering it sooner, especially 
as the great importance of the subject of your letter, and the high 
respect I have always entertained for you, require that I should give 
every objection which you urge against the recent amendment of 
the constitution of the American Peace Society a due proportion of 
serious and prayerful consideration. 

Having repeatedly perused your very able and ingenious letter, I 
sit down to answer it. I am fully sensible of the advantage you 
have over me in talents, acquirements, and station; yet, relying on 
the force of truth, and the assistance of the great Prince of peace in 
his own cause, | venture onthe conflict in the same faith with which 
David met the champion of Israel’s enemies. Nor is it alone your 
talents, learning, station, and influence, which make up the fearful 
odds against me; you have on your side all the inclinations of de- 
praved nature, the prejudices of education, and popular inclination, 
to all of which you make a very powerful appeal. 

With this introduction, I take up your letter, and answer it article 
by article; but limited as I necessarily must be to a small space, I 
shall not be able to give your several objections all the attention 
they demand, It is always more easy to raise objections than to 
answer them. An infidel can raise more objections to Christianity 
in an hour, than a doctor of divinity can answer in a week. 

It was intended, that a circular letter should have been sent to 
every officer of the society, soliciting his acceptance of his appoint- 
ment, before publishing the annual report. Why this was not done 
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I cannot tell; but probably it was for want of time, and -a sufficient 
number of assistants.! The only remaining remedy is, if you request 
it, to erase your name from our list of officers, however reluctant we 
should be to lose its influence. 

Your objections to the principle of total abstinence from all war, 
except the second, are old acquaintances, and for several years after I 
had devoted my life to the holy cause of peace, I entertained them 
in my own bosom; and it was not until I had been brought to view 
the whole subject by the clear light of the gospel, unobscured by 
the doctrine of expediency, and the darkness of frail human reason, 
and in view of the unspeakable, perhaps I should say infinite, value 
of the immortal soul, that I was brought, very reluctantly, to part 
with them. 

In saying this, I do not mean to claim any superior discernment 
or devotion to the cause of truth; but I have read almost every thing 
which has been written since the Reformation on both sides; and 
more than that,I am free from disadvantages under which you labor, 
viz., your near relation to the heroes of the Revolution and of the 
last war, and your long and intimate acquaintance with heathen 
authors, both of which have probably, in some degree, unperceived 
by you, biassed your judgment. 

Your objection to the avowal of our sentiments is founded on the 
doctrine of expediency. You fear that “the statesmen who govern 
the world must look upon the society as a body of visionaries.” 
Thus did the Roman statesmen look on the primitive church. Sir, 
we never expect to gain “the statesmen who govern the world,” 
until we have gained the church; and we do not expect to gain the 
church by the dectrine of expediency, but by the clear exhibition of 
gospel truth. 

I take occasion lere to observe, that the obnoxious change in the 
constitution was not sudden and unpremeditated. The subject had 
been repeatedly discussed, in public and in private; and in every 
discussion, the principle of total abstinence from all war gained 
ground, as the only principle which could secure the peace of the 
world. /Under this impression, a committee was appointed, at the 
annual meeting of 1836, to revise the constitution. ‘This committee 
had repeated conferences with the most active and intelligent friends 
of peace in different sections of the country ;/and they finally came 
to the conclusion, honestly to avow the sentiments which a majority 
of the friends of peace, both in this country and in England, had 
long entertained; congidering that whatever is right, is also, in the 
long run, expedient. “The society, at their annual meeting of 1837, 
unanimously adopted the amendment recommended by the commit- 
tee. We knew that the change would be unpopular, and that many 
would therefore forsake us; but we knew also, that the goodness of 
a cause does not depend on the number of its supporters, or the 
amount of its funds. The only question worth inquiry is, what is 
truth? not, what is popular? / The American Temperance Society, 
by its change from the low to the high principle, has lost many of 
its friends, ‘but none of its power. “A peace society which should 
allow its members to fight when they thought it necessary, might 
gain “the statesmen who. govern the world,” and the army and navy ; 
but it would have no more effect in banishing war from the world, 
than a temperance society, which should allow its members to drink 
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rum when they thought it necessary, would have in banishing in- 
temperance. Tamerlane and Napole on, par nobile fratum, and all 
the vulgar herd of conquerors, would join such a society, and Satan 
would laugh at it. My dear Sir, do you think you are advancing the 
Millennium by advocating such a society, and opposing one fourded 
on higher principles ? 

After having attempted to show the inexpediency of the adoption 
of the prine iple of total abstinence from all war by the society, you 
next endeavor to show the inexpediency of its adoption by a Chris- 
tian community. To show this inexpediency, you conjure up a host 
of bugbears, not one of them drawn from actual history or matter 
of fact, but all from your very fruitful imagination; and endeavor to 
frighten us with the supposed consequences of adopting the pure 
principles of the gospel. When you can produce a single instance 
of a community that has adopted the principles of peace to their ut- 
most extent, being invaded, inassacred and destroyed, it may be time 
enough to urge the doctrine of expediency against those principles ; 
but at present, you cannot produce one, while we can produce many, 
on the other side,—e nough, if any were necessary, to confirm us in 
the belief, that “ When a man’s ways please:the Lord, he maketh his 
enemies to be at peace with him.” Prov. 11: 7. 

You fear that, if the principle of total abstinence from all war 
“should be fastened upon it,” namely, the gospel, this would be “a 
greater obstacle to its success than the resistance and persecutions 
of kings and emperors.” ‘This is what the opponents of orthodoxy 

say of the doctrine of election, and the e ternity of future punishment, 
They endeavor to bring down the gospel to the standard of their 
fallible reason, and so do you. 

Under your second head, you attempt to prove that the primitive 
Christians engaged in war. In this you are original. All your other 
arguments have been a thousand times repeated. In order to prove 
your assertion, you say that “not a writer among the Christian fa- 
thers for a century afier the birth of Christ, alludes to the question 
of the right of war.” ‘There was no more call for the fathers of the 
primitive church to preach against war to their converts, than for 
the ministers of New England to preach against duelling. Such 
preaching would only have subjected themselves to the charge of 
attempting political changes, without doing any good; for the plain 
principles of the gospel were sufficient to keep the primitive Chris- 
tians from war, while the church was pure. A Christian soldier was 
us rare acreature then, as a Christian duellist is now. You also 
quote a few words from Tertullian which could be easily accounted 
for, if [ had room; but you say nothing of the copious extracts ofa 
directly contrary character, which Clarkson quotes from the same 
Tertullian. The fact is, that the primitive Christians, for more than 
the two first centuries of the Christian era, “ when the lamp of Cliris- 
tianity burnt bright,” did not fight, even in self-defence, as is abun- 
dantly proved by Clarkson, and more rece mtly by Dymond; men 
who had ability and leisure to devote to such inquiries.) But you 
object to them, that they are “Quakers.” I never suspected that 


Quakers were ren ikable for falsehood and misre presentation. 
But Gibbon was not a Quaker; nor was he likely to be under Qua- 
ker influence, and he is positive on the subject. I wish I had room 
for a whole paragraph in his “ Decline and Fall of the Roman Em- 
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pire,” extracted from chapter 15, cause 4. I take only one sentence 
chosen for its brevity. “ While they {the Christians] inculcated the 
maxims of passive obedience, they refused to take any active part in 
the civil or military defence of the empire.” Now could any thing 
be more pointed or more pertinent? Would a man who spent his 
whole life to build up his reputation on a single work, hazard it all 
by repeated and deliberate assertions of falsehood? This subject 
has been lately agitated in the Christian Mirror, and the very able 
and learned writer, who agrees with you in this thing, and perhaps 
is you yourself, has not yet seen fit to deny, that Celsus, who flour- 
ished near the close of the second century, did publicly attack the 
Christians, and asserted that “they refused in his times, to bear arms 
for the emperor, even in case of necessity, and when their services 
would have been accepted ;” and this heathen writer brought the 
same arguments against the Christians in the second century, which 
you bring against the peace society in the nineteenth century, name- 
ly, a fear of the consequences. Nor does the writer in the Christian 
Mirror deny, that Origen, who answered Celsus in the third century, 
acknowledges the truth of the charge, but excuses the Christians for 
acting in conformity with their religion. All your arguments under 
this head would justify, not only defensive, but offensive war, when 
expedient ! 
Your third objection to our principlés is founded on our supposed 
misinterpretation of the peaceable and benevolent precepts of our 
holy religion. It appears that you favor those precepts, if so inter- 
preted as to suit your ewn feelings, but think that we carry them too 
far; ‘and in order to make out your ease, you gratuitously charge us 
with disaffection to the civil authority. This is a great mistake of 
yours; for there is nothing in our constitution, or official documents, 
which would lead any one, who chose to examine before he con- 
demned, to suppose that we objected to the use of the sword of the 
magistrate in punishing crimes. We say, in the Advocate of Peace 
for June last, page 10, “ We seek to effect such a change in public 
opinion, as shall secure a right and universal application of the gos- 
pel to the intercourse of Christian nations. This is all we shall ever 
attempt.” Again, pages 15 and 16 are entirely taken up with an ar- 
ticle complaining of this mistake, and rectifying it; expressly stating, 
that “this eause contemplates only the intercourse of nations, and 
does nof involve the right of nations to punish their own subjects, or 
put down mobs and insurrections by the sword.” Again, in our last 
annual report, page 27 of the Advocate, we say, “Our object is to 
prevent war, and we do not feel ourselves, as a society, required, or 
permitted, to agitate the much vexed question, whether civil govern- 
ment has ever the right to take the life of its own subjects.” The 
same sentiments, a hundred times repeated, are scattered through all 
our publications. Frequent meetings of the friends of peace were 
held, the winter before last, in Boston, in which this subject was 
discussed, and it was almost unanimously agreed, that the peace 
society should not interfere with the sword of the magistrate. Sir, 
you have taken a great deal of pains to demolish a phantom of your 
imagination. 
Under the same head, in order to prove that we are wrong in say- 
ing that all war is contrary to the spirit of the gospel, you bring the 
letter of it. To please you, we will give up the letter. But our Sav- 
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iour’s precepts mean something. I beg you would not so explain 
them away, as to leave us neither the /etler nor the spirit. 

With your dispute with Dr. Paley we have nothing to do. He is 
on your side, and if he falls into inconsistencies, it is no more than 
what happens to every writer, who attempts to reconcile any war 
with the spirit of the gospel. I take this opportunity to remark, 
that it is strange that you should give your sanction as a text book, 
in the institution over whieh you preside, to an author whom you 
find so inconsistent as Paley, while you reject Wayland on the same 
subject, who has at least the merit of being consistent with himself. 

We have as little to do with your dispute with Rev. H. C. Wright. 
If he broached such sentiments as you accuse him of, during the 
short time he was our agent, he did it without our knowledge, and 
on his own responsibility; and nearly one half of your letter shouid 
have been addressed to him, and not to us. 

‘Throughout your whole letter, you identify the friends of peace 
with the opposers of capital punishment. Of this we have great 
reason to complain. The States of Maine and New Hampshire 
have, virtually, abolished capital punishment, while not a tenth part 
of the advocates of the measure are any more friendly to our priuci- 
ciples than yourself./ It is hard, indeed, to make us responsible for 
the errors of our enemies as well as of our friends. A great part of 
your letter is taken up in proving things which we do not deny; and 
this gives it the appearance of having the substance of a refutation 
of our supposed errors, while it has only the shadow. 

Another argument which you bring against us, under your fourth 
head, is, that there is not found, in the gospel, the short sentence, 
“ All wars are unlawful.” Are then all sins allowed which are not 
expressly named in the gospel? -Apply the same rule to slavery, 
suicide, polygamy, duelling, gambling, and a thousand other sins. 
The whole argument, in this paragraph, referring to Cornelius, the 
centurion, and the Roman soldiers, would justify offensive as well 
as defensive war. When you can prove that Roman soldiers, con- 
verted to Christianity, continued in the practice of any war, this ar- 
gument will have some weight in justifying all war. Until then, it 
has only the merit of plausibility. 

The argument, under your fifth head, which you draw from the 
wars of the Jews, is worth all the others. But you will pléase, Sir, 
to remember, that these were wars of invasion and conquest, de- 
stroying men, women and children. Every argument taken from 
the wars of the Jews which you have made use of, would justify of- 
fensive, as well as defensive war. Indeed, there is not, nor ever has 
been, any practical difference between them. All modern conquer- 
ors have declared their wars to be defensive. Bonaparte invaded 
Egypt to defend himself against British aggression. Britain bom- 
barded Copenhagen, to defend herself against French invasion. We 
invaded Canada, to protect “free trade and sailor’s rights ;” and our 
present war with the Seminoles is called defensive, as well as the 
others; and yet you deny that all war is contrary to the spirit of the 
gospel! 

Sir, I heartily thank you for your “unfeigned grief,” over what 
you are pleased to call our “blighted prospects.” You never ex- 
pressed so much sympathy for us before, though all the communica- 


tions with which, in former times, you have favored us, except a 
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short poetic effusion, and which we were so good-natured as to 
publish, have been attacks upon us. I hope your grief is not omin- 
ous of this last being the most fatal of them all. Had not your com- 
munications, entitled, “ Defensive War Vindicated,” been published 
in the Calumet, there would, probably, have been no occasion for 
amending the constitution. Had you used your fine talents in ex- 
posing the evils and sins attendant on all wars, as devote dly as you 


have in advocating the lawfulness of de fensive war, the cause of 


peace, might, ere now, have been as forward as other benevolent 
causes. You will agree with me, in saying, that it is our friends that 
ruin us; but, perhaps, we sball not agree in the personal application 
of the assertion. | really believe, that no benevolent society had 
ever more reason to pray to be delivered from their friends, As 
much “unfeigned grief” has been expended over the “blighted 
prospects” of the American ‘Temperance Society, occasioned, like- 
wise, by their “radicalism:” ‘ut the tears shed over it, though pre- 
cious, Were thrown away ‘the American Temperance Society 
has sustained the shock, an... now under full sail on the flood tide 
of successful experiment. I trust, that it will be the same with the 


American Peace Society, and the inereased zeal and sacrifices of 


those who remain, will more than make amends for the loss of those 
who desert us. 

You esteem our remaining friends but lightly; “the small eccle- 
siastical body away in Michigan ;” “the Quaker principle ;” “ Meth- 
odists or Baptists, | know not which.” You seem, Sir, to make 
the same inquiry, which was made by the Jews of old; “ Have 


any of the rulers or of the Pharisees believed on him?” any of 


“the statesmen who govern the world?” Sir, please to remember, 
that the whole chureh of Christ has been convened in an upper 
chamber, and “ despise not the day of small things.” 

| have now, Sir, gone over your letter, and answered section by 
section, and will here sum up the points on which we differ. You 
adopt the principle of expediency with Paley, We reject it with Way- 
land. You bring down the word of God to the standard of your own 
reason. We think a Christian ought to receive the word of God, “as 
a little child.” 

The spirit of the gospel is manifested in the following passages. 
“Blessed are the poor in spirit;” “the meek ;’ “the merciful ;” “the 
peace-makers ;” “ Resist not evil;” “Love your enemies ;” “ Bless 
them that curse you; do good to them that hate you, and pray for 
them which despite fatty | use you and persecute you ;” “ Recompense 
to no mau evil for evil? “ Avenge not yourselves ;” “If thine enemy 
hunger, feed him 2” “Overcome evil with good ;” and a hundred 
other passages in the gospel of a like nature. ‘These precepts were 
exemplified in the life and death of the Prince of peace. He died, 
that his enemies might live; and his last prayer was, “ Father, for- 


give them, for they know not what they do.” ‘This is the spirit of 


the gospel. 

‘The spirit of all war is proud, ferocious, unmerciful, the opposite 
of peace-making, resisting evil, doing hurt to those who hate us, 
rendering evil for evil, and cursing for cursing, overcoming evil with 
evil, &c. These sinful quatities have been exemplified in all wars 
not expressly commanded by God and, sanctioned by miracles; and 
this is the essence and spirit of all war. 

Now we say, that these things are contrary one to the other; or 
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in other words, that all war is contrary to the spirit of the gospel. You 
deny it; let the Christian public judge between us. 

I allow, that in the transition state of society from war to peace, 
there are difliculties to be encountered similar to those which attend 
the change from drunkenness to temperance ; but these difficulties 
grow out of the previous habits of intemperance and war, and will 
vanish away, just as fast as Christians adopt the pure principles of 
the gospel. Like the lions which Pilgrim encountered on the hill of 
Difficulty, they will be found, on a near approach, to be chained and 
harmless; and none but a timorous man, who lacks faith, will be 
frightened at them, or be prevented from walking in the path of 
duty, though it may be difficult, or even dangerous. 

linally, the question seems to be, not so much whether all war be 
inconsistent with the gospel, as whether it be not expedient some- 
tines to bend the gospel to our circumstances, When our own safety 
and that of our wives, children, and country require it?) We say no. 

You have smitten us on one cheek; we turn the other. You have 
taken from us the feller of the gospel precepts ; and we beseech you, 
leave us the spirit, You have taken away our coat, and we have 
given it up without murmuring; leave as our cloak, We would fain 
give you that also, but itis not ours to give; it is our Master’s ; and 
we shall “contend earnestly” for it. But “the weapons of our war- 
fare are not carnal ;” we shall use only the “sword of the Spirit,” and 
look to God for help; and if we get the victory, give Him all the glory. 

In view of the whole subject, we do not see why any one, who 
sincerely wishes to see the prophecies fulfilled, and wars and fight- 
ings cease, should withdraw his support and influence from the 
peace society, only because the leading men in it have expressed 
their belief in the abstract proposition, that all war is contrary to the 
spirit of the gospel. Our tracts, our lectures, and our measures will 
not be changed by this avowal. We shall still strive for a congress of 
nations, and we shall solicit the prayers and alms of Christians, as 
much as ever. We do vot think there is any danger of making the 
world too peaceable. If any should think we go too far, that is not 
a suflicient reason why he should not go at all, or weaken our hands 
by encouraging any war. ‘There are friends of war enough for that. 
If those who tolerate defensive war will not help us forward, they 
have no good reason for pulling us back. 

Nevertheless, | am sorry to see an intimation, that this is the last 
Iam to hear trom you. I should be glad to continue the discussion ; 
for Ihave been obliged to omit half my facets and arguinents for want 
of room; fearing that, if I should be more prolix, I should be rejected 
by the editors, or at least, mutilated. Let us take up one topic ata 
time, and amicably and candidly discuss it; and particularly, let us 
not waste our time on subjects on which you do not know that we 
differ. 

In conclusion, Sir, | beg you to accept the assurance of my high 
consideration and respect for your virtues, your talents, your acquire 
ments and your station in society, Ever since our first acquaint- 
ance, | have always been your personal friend, and I hope I shall 
always remain, Yours in the bonds of peace, 

Minot, Me., Sept. 12, 1837. Ww. Lapp. 


Mr. LL. was obliged to be so brief on the most important point, that we shall 


take it up in a future number.—Ep. 
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Arricte V. 


TWENTY-FIRST ANNIVERSARY OF THE LONDON PEACE 
SOCIETY. 


I. ABSTRACT OF THE COMMITTEE’S REPORT FOR 1857. 


1. Home operations. New editions of some of the Society’s octavo 
and duodecimo tracts have been published ; making altogether 39,000 
copies within the year, and a total of 782,000 since the establishment 
of the Society. 

The Committee have much pleasure in acknowledging the gift 
of 1,000 copies of a pamphlet, entitled “The Cause of the Heavy 
Burdens of Great Britain” (the expense of printing which was main- 
ly borne by two zealous Friends), and 300 Charts of the Wars of the 
British Empire, by John Allen, of Liskeard.* They have purchased 
2,500 copies of the Neweastle Prize Essay, and 500 copies of an In- 
vitation to join the Peace Society. The sales and distributions this 
year have been upwards of 36,000. ‘Tracts have been forwarded for 
distribution among the Primitive Wesleyan Methodist ministers, 
at their Conference at Lynn; and for the ministers of the Wesleyan 
New Connection, in Conference at Liverpool and Birmingham; and 
by. the prompt exertions of Joseph Christy, Esq. a copy of the Soci- 
ety’s Tract, No. 4, Extracts from Erasmus, has been addressed to 
each member of the House of Commons. Your Committee have 
availed themselves of opportunities afforded by the kind agency of 
missionaries, and others, to forward tracts to Australia, India, Cana- 
da, the West India islands, and France. 


Contributions to the society from all sources amounted during the 
year to £842. 14s. 3d. nearly $4,000 ;—a small sum, yet more than 
twice as much as the friends of peace in this country have ever con- 
tributed in any one year before the last. 

The Report, after mentioning the voluntary labors of the Society’s 
secretaries as lecturers, the distribution of its tracts, the formation 
of a Ladies’ Association at Penrith, the condition of its auxilia- 
ries, and some changes in its officers on account of death and dis- 
ease, details a movement of the frieuds of peace which might be 
generally followed with the prospect of as good success as attended 
similar efforts on the subjects of the slave trade and slavery. 

Petitions on Peace. Petitions to both Houses of Parliament have 
been received from Southampton; that to the Lords, was confided 





* This compendium of important statistical facts, connected with war, is entitled, “A 
Chronological Chart of the Wars of Britain, from the Revolution in 1683-9 to 1835, with a 
view of some of their chief causes, actors, and consequences.” 
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to the charge of his Grace the Arehbishop of Canterbury, that to the 
Commons was presented by Dr. Lushington. ‘They were numerous- 
ly and respectably signed by the members of the Peace Society, and 
others, inhabitants of Southampton, and were as follow :— 

“Your Petitioners desire to express, in the strongest terms, the 
high satisfaction they have experienced on witnessing the successful 
mediation of Great Britain, in the arrangement of the recent differ- 
ences between France and the United States of America; by which 
happy event, they deem it highly probable, that an expensive contest 
has been prevented, as well as the immolation of an immense num- 
ber of their fellow-creatures. 

“Your Petitioners beg leave to declare their entire conviction of 
the unlawfulness of war, and every thing connected with it; and that 
the dreadful conflicts which more or less, in every age, have troubled, 
devastated, and demoralized the world, are as much opposed to the 
dictates of Revelation, as they evidently are to the noblest interests 
of the human race. 

“Your Petitioners, therefore, most respectfully entreat, that in all 
national differences, whether they may more immediately concern 
our own, or threaten the welfare of other countries, your Honorable 
House will give its powerful sanction to a similar interposition, so 
much in unison with the sentiments of right reason and humanity, 
and so obviously in accordance with the great and benign principles 
of the Founder of the Christian dispensation.” 

An Association has recently been formed at Sheffield, for the pur- 
chase of tracts, and £31 has been remitted for a supply. Your 
Committee rejoice to learn that this movement of our Sheffield 
friends is likely to issue in the formation of an active auxiliary; and 
they would earnestly recommend other towns to adopt similar 
measures. They have likewise the pleasing fact to record, that an 
Association exists at New Lanark of work people, who contribute 
quarterly 3d. each, for the purchase of tracts, which are again distrib- 
uted by them amongst their friends and acquaittance. The sum of 
£3 has been lately received by the Society, for tracts to be supplied 
to this Association. 

Here is an example which the friends of peace in this country 
would do well to imitate. They are sadly deficient in their efforts 
to circulate peace-publications in the community around them. Men 
will rarely pay for the means of their owa reformation; we must 
furnish them with these means; and we would call earnestly on the 
friends of peace to procure publications on the subject, and get as 
many to read and digest them as possible. 

Peace movements in other countries. Grneva.—We learn by the 
Report of the Geneva Peace Society, of May last that the prize of a 
silver medal has been unanimously voted to Mr. Sartorius, Profes- 
sor in the University of Zurich, for an essay on the best means of pro- 
curing a general and permanent peace ; and that honorable mention has 
been made of Mr. Sebastian Esu, Professor of the Italian language, 


and of an English gentleman named M. 'T. Newton Rew, resident at 
Messina, in Sicily. A correspondence has been maintained with 
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the Count de Sellon, who is still zealously engaged in promoting the 
great object of the Society. 

France. Le M. de !a Rochefaucauld-liancourt, President of the 
Society of Christian Morals, has introduced to the Committee, 
M. Dutréne, Counsellor and President of Assize to the Royal Court 
of Amiens, through whose zeal and labors a society has been formed 
in France, for the abolition of slavery. M. Dutréne is using great 
endeavors to draw public attention in France to the anti-christian 
custom of duelling: and the Committee are persuaded that these 
sincere efforts all tend to the advance of the great cause of peace. 

/Imerica. The Report to the American Peace Society, at its Anni- 
versary, held at the ‘Tabernacle Church in the city of New York, on 
the 12th of May, last year, alludes to the happy peace which so gen- 
erally pervaded Christendom, with the exception of the South Amer- 
ican governments, and their own southern frontier, notices the hap- 
py termination of their difficulties with France, and strongly com- 
mends the magnanimity which induced the king of Great Britain to 
mediate between them and their old ally. In reference to this im- 
portant proceeding, the meeting adopted the following as their sec- 
ond resolution :— | 

Resolved, “'That we regard the manner in which our late difficul- 
ties with France have been settled, as indicating a change in public 
sentiment, highly auspicious to the cause of peace; and proving the 
practicability of some system by which all disputes between civilized 
and Christian nations may be adjusted, without a resort to the sword ; 
that the king of England deserves the thanks of this nation, and the 
world, for the generous tender of his services as mediator, to prevent 
the needless effusion of blood; and that an address in behalf of the 
friends of peace in these United States, be sent by the American 
Peace Society to his Majesty King William the Fourth, expressive 
of the admiration and gratitude we ieel for an act so magnanimous, 
and so honorable to a Christian monarcli.” 

‘The American Report proceeds to state, that the operations of the 
Society have been on a larger scale in the past, than in any former 
year. Six new peace societies have been formed since the last 
Anniversary—three of gentlemen, and three of ladies—the last 
promising to be most efficient helpers. Valuable works have been 
published ; amongst which, “Dymond on War” has been stereotyped, 
and 3,500 copies distributed, chiefly to legislators and seminaries. 
The Report of the Connecticut Peace Society, after briefly recapitu- 
lating their proceedings, concludes thus :—* The story of our opera- 
tions is told in a few words; but the extent of the influence exerted 
by this Society who shall estimate? ‘The influence of moral power, 
diffusive in its nature, like the solar light, and pervading the remotest 
nations, and the most distant ages, who shall determine its limits or 
its duration ?” 

A female Peace Society, formed at Salem, Massachusetts, is intro- 
duced to us by Win. Ladd, in the following terms: “ 1 would intro- 
duce to your notice the accompanying document, which is a letter 
from the Essex County Olive Branch Circle, to the ladies of Great 
Britain. As this was the first Ladies’ Peace Society in this country, 
and, as far as 1 know, in the world, it was incumbent on them to 
solicit the codperation of the ladies of Europe; for without the co- 
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operation of friends of peace in various countries, we cannot expect 
success to our cause. We have repeatedly called on the ladies for 
assistance ; and the Essex County Olive Branch Circle was the first 
to hear our call, and they are really efficient. They are really work- 
ing bees, and put to shame the drones of our sex. Their example 
has been followed by the establishment of four other ladies’ peace 
societies, and many more are in contemplation. I expect that in 
the course of the year, they will outnumber us. This is very auspi- 
cious to our cause; for it is certain, that they who rock the cradle, 
may, if they choose, sway the sceptre of public opinion. I am not 
able to tell you at present all the means they use to aid us, for I have 
not time to detail the various ways which female ingenuity makes 
use of to accomplish its purposes; but I assure you they are more 
active, more engaged, and more energetic than we are.” 


Address from the Ladies of America to the Ladies of Great Britain. 


“The ladies of the Essex County Olive Branch Circle, respectfully 
ask leave to address the ladies of Great Britain on the subject of 
peace. 

“We have learned with much interest, the progress of the peace 
reformation in England. We are happy in acknowledging our 
belief, that its principles have obtained much more extensively 
among the ladies there, than among those of America. We presume 
that, by many of your number, the custom which this reformation is 
designed to abolish, has been carefully examined in all its infinitely 
important relations to time and eternity; and that you have risen up 
from the examination, with a clear conviction that its nature, as ex- 
hibited in its legitimate effects upon the temporal and spiritual in- 
terests of those by whom its influence has been felt, is evil and only 
evil ; and that religion and humanity both require its immediate and 
total relinquishment. 

“'To such, then, we appea ul. Affectionately, but earnestly, we in- 
vite your systematic codOperation, your sympathy, and your prayers. 
And we turn with confidence to your character—enerous, energetic, 
benevolent, as your noble participation in the abolition struggle has 
revealed it to us—as affording proof that our appeal will not be lost. 
We are sensible that the work in which we are thus inviting you to 
engage with us, as permanent laborers, is arduous, and will ever be 
attended with manifold and various discouragements. ‘This comes 
of its nature. A reform which involves in its progress the correc- 
tion of no present sensible suffering, usually advances with a slow 
and difficult step; and such, in the universal calm now enjoyed by 
the nations, must this reform be considered. But as Christians, as 
believers in the beautiful prophecy of Scripture, ‘They shall beat 
their swords into ploughshares, and their spears into pruning-hooks ; 
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn 
war any more,’ we are encouraged to a constant renewal of our ex- 
ertions and sacrifices in this cause, by the assurance thus obtained, 
that its triumph will ultimately he complete. We say, to a renewal 
of our exertions and sacrifices ; for while we profess our entire faith 
in this promise of God, we also know, having been instructed by the 
course of his providence, that it is by human agency that we are to 
expect its accomplishment; and that the advancement of the work 
will always be proportionate to the efforts put forth to secure it. 
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“'These sentiments are doubtless your sentiments; and we trust 
to their influence to lure you into this field of benevolent labor, pre- 
pared to devote to the extension of the peace reformation, the coni- 
bined energies of your intellectual and moral nature. It seems to us 
to be a field in which woman can exert these energies with peculiar 
appropriateness and effect. Nature has given her facilities for ad- 
vancing this cause, which man, in his higher sphere, does not pos- 
sess. Moral and intellectual being, in its incipient stages of devel- 
opment, is placed under her guardianship; and the sentiments, 
taste, and feelings which she engrafts upon it, oftentimes prove to 
be the scions which, by their perfect growth, make up the character 
of the future man. ‘There can be no doubt that many of those who, 
‘to gain a space in the world’s thought, have desolated the earth by 
the achievements of the sword, formed the tastes which governed 
their course through life in the nursery, and by the influence of a 
mother. If, then, instead of the principles of war, those of peace 
should be universally adopted by this responsible class of the com- 
munity, and inculecated as a part of the moral education of children, 
future generations would, by a natural consequence, be exempted 
from the complicated evils of war. In this view of the subject, the 
peace cause commends itself particularly to mothers as to those who 
may become to it most important auxiliaries. This, however, is but 
one of many capacities in which woman may labor with peculiar 
advantage in extending it. Our space forbids their enumeration at 
this time; nor is it indeed necessary, since they are doubtless already 
present to your minds. 

“ Before closing this letter, we beg leave to submit to your notice 
a brief sketch of the course which has been pursued by the ladies of 
America in reference to this enterprise. When the interest of those 
who now constitute the Essex County Olive Branch Circle was first 
seriously enlisted in the subject of peace, which was not until the year 
1834, they became at once desirous of bringing the greatest possible 
amount of influence to the aid of the cause. ‘Therefore, recognising 
the utility of association, and encouraged indirectly to the measure 
by Wm. Ladd, Esq., they proceeded inimediately to form themselves 
into a society. ‘Two months subsequent to this time, the ladies of 
Boston, influenced by similar motives, adopted a similar measure, in 
the organization of the ‘Boston Ladies’ Peace Society. Since the 
commencement of the present year, three additional peace societies 
have been formed by ladies ; one in Brighton, Massachusetts; one in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania ; and one in Newark, New Jersey. These 
societies are all auxiliary to the American Society. The most im- 
portant of the various means employed by them for the furtherance 
of the cause of peace, are the dissemination of peace publications, 
and the occasional holding of public peace meetings, at which addres- 
ses, calculated to create a favorable interest in the cause, are made. 

“We defer giving a more minute account of our operations until 
such a time as we may be allowed to address a ladies’ peace soci- 
ety in Great Britain. We respectfully solicit an early reply to this 
letter. We are induced thus importunately to invite epistolary in- 
tercourse with you, on the subject of peace, by a belief that we 
shall derive much encouragement and support from the communi- 
cations Which we may receive from you. The salutary power of 
your example has been experienced by us in the prosecution of 
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other benevolent causes; and we cannot consider any expense of 


labor too great, by which it may be secured in this cause. 
(Signed) “H. Bowxianp, President. 
“LL. L. Dongs, Ist Cor. Sec. 
“ Salem, Mass., U. S. 4., May 3, 1836.” 


The committee report the following communication from William 
% +4 > a ; , 
Ladd, General Agent to the American Peace Society : 


“ Our affairs are getting on well here. Light has been gradually 
dawning upon this country; and many who forme ‘rly were dazzled 
by the splendor of military glory, have become very indifferent to it, 


while they watch with intense interest the rising of the day-star of 


peace. ‘The change has been so slow, gradual, aud noiseless, that it 
has been almost imperceptible, even to those on whom the chauge 
has been effected. ‘The public in general seem to be sensible that 
war is, at the best, a losing game. 

“ But this is not the only change which has been effected. Many 
new societies, which have been formed of late, both male and female, 
have adopted the principle, that all war, and all preparation tor war, 
are contrary to the spirit of the gospel. Hitherto, however, I think 
we have done right, not to make the giving up of defensive war a 
qualification to membership in our board of directors. Mankind 
must be led—they cannot be forceed—to give up their prejudices. 
When I reflect that I was, for seven years or more, an ardent advo- 

cate for the cause of peace, before the scales were fully removed 

from my eyes, I ought to be sparing in my censure on those who 
have not thought best to follow me—the next generation will be 
wiser. 

“Our peace reformation in this country has been very much like 


our temperance reformation. ‘That began with denouncing the im- | 


moderate use of ardent spirits. ‘This scheme did nothing more than 
to convince the public of its total inefficiency; but that was a great 
point gained. Societies were afterwards tormed, which required 
their meinbers to give up the use of all distilled’ spirit, ‘as an article 
of refreshment, entertainment, or traffic This had a much better 
effect. Thousands of drunkards were reformed, and tens of thou- 
sands of moderate drinkers prevented from becoming drunkards ; 
and then the reformation became stationary. But the spirit of inves- 
tigation which had been raised, could not be Jaid until the inquiry 
vas made, whether we ought not to give up the use of all that can 
intoricate? and other societies were formed on, what you call in 
England, the ‘tee-total’ principle; and they bid fair to carry the 
temperance reformation as far as it can be carried, until other refor- 
mations advance ; for | am convinced, that the temperance reforma- 
tion can never be carried to perfection, so long as the army, the 
navy, and the militia syste m—those strongholds of intemperance— 
remain. It has been pretty much the same in the peace reformation. 
But those societies which have been formed on low principles, both 
in peace and temperance, and which are now grown old and ‘ ready 
to vanish away,’ have not been without their use. They have pre- 
pared the public mind to receive the truth; and by their very failure, 
or partial failure, have served to convince the friends of peace and 
temperance that higher principles are needed. 

“ After all, it is much to be regretted, that there is so much apathy 
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on this subject, on both sides of the water,—so much tardiness and 
delay,—so much fear of facing a frowning world,.—so great a dread 
of making sacrifices of money, time, or popularity. But God has 
been pleased so to order it, that there is no doing good without a 
sacrifice, Our blessed Saviour must offer up his human body a 
sacrifice on the cross, with all its agony and ignominy, before the 
redemption of man could be finished. ‘The apostles and primitive 
Christians must pour out their blood like water, before the Christian 
religion could be preached throughout the Roman empire. ‘The 
reformers must be sacrificed at the stake, before papal Rome could 
be successfully attacked ; and now missionaries are sent all over the 
world, at a great expense of life and treasure, before the heathen 
ean be given to Christ for his inheritance. And do we think that 
this great reformation, which is to be the consummation of the 
whole, and which embraces within its ample fold, Christians, Jews, 
and heathens, can be effected without a sacrifice? It has not yet 
cost one drop of blood, and seareely any one is the poorer for it. 
Yet, in proportion to the means used, there has been a greater refor- 
mation of public opinion in regard to peace and war, than on any 
other subject. But before we can expec { to see any very great thing 
done in this cause, much greater sacrifices must be made. ‘The rich 
must give of their abundance, and the poor of their poverty; and 
men must be prepared to sacrifice, not only their money, but them- 
selves,—all their time and all their talents,—to this glorious cause. 
‘Then we shall see the cause of peace advance, and become the all- 
absorbing topic of piety and philanthropy, until ‘our peace shall be 
like a river, and finally cover the earth, ‘as the waters fill and cover 
the seas.” But, unfortunately for our cause, men are willing to reform 
every one but themselves, Our churches send hundreds of mission- 
aries to the utmost ends of the earth to convert the heathen; and 
may God speed them! We are endeavoring to convert the Jews and 
Catholics within our borders, and | pray that it may be done! But 


few, alas! are willing to make sacrifices to convert the church itself 


to the principles of primitive Christianity. We can see a mote in 
our brother’s eye sooner than a beam in our own eye, 

“'The conduct of the king of Great Britain, in offering his media- 
tion to settle the late difliculties between this country and France, 
and more recently between France and Switzerland, is above all 
praise. fle is fast getting the title of ‘ Pacificator of the World ;’ 
title much more honorable than ‘Conqueror of the World, and future 
generations will esteem it such, At the last anniversary of the 
American Peace Society, Alvan Stuart, Esq., introduced an address 
from the Peace Society of Utiea, N. Y., to his Majesty, which was 
taken up, and some resolutions expressive of the high sense which 
the American Peace Society entertain of his Majesty’s most gracious 
conduct in the aflair between the United States and France; and 
the whole subject was referred to the executive committee to write 
a letter to the king, and send his Majesty a copy of the resolves, It 
is with great regret that | have recently learned, that the executive 
committee have ouly forwarded to the consul-general in New York, 
instead of the British minister at Washington, a copy of these re- 
solves. From the manner in which this has been done, and the 


channel through which it has been sent, | fear the king will never 


know how much he is esteemed in this country; but I hope some 
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plan may yet be devised, whereby to convey the necessary informa- 
tion to his Majesty.” 

In a postseript, he adds: 

“On further consideration, | concluded to venture on a short note 
to his Majesty, King William, and enclose one for your considera- 
tion. If your society approves of it, | hope you wall find a way of 
conveying it to his Majesty. You know best how it should be done ; 
perhaps by a deputation of your society, or perhaps through some 
personage about the court. If you meet with any succe BN, please let 
ine know it, by addressing a letter to me, to the care of | ane Gi. 
Phelps, to remain until called for, 

(Signed) “Wittiam Lapp.” 


The committee, cordially approving of the address consigned to 
their charge, conveyed the same by deputation to Lord Palmerston, 
and his lordship kindly engaged to hand it to the king, expressing 
his conviction that his Muje sty would receive it with sincere pleas- 
ure. ‘They have now the high satisfaction to state, that a reply has 
been received from Lord Palmerston, addressed to your honorary 
Home Secretary, Rev. James Hargreaves. 


Mr. Ladd’s /lddress to the King of England. 
“ May it please your Majesty, 

“At the annual meeting of the American Peace Society, held in 
the city of New York, in May last, a proposition was brought before 
the meeting, to pass a vote of thanks to your Majesty, for your Maj 
esty’s most gracious offer of mediation between the United States 
and France, during their late difficulties ; by which gracious offer, it 
is highly probable, that both countries have been saved from a cruel 
and unnecessary war. The vote of thanks was passed unanimously, 
and the executive committee of the society instructed to address 
your Majesty on the subject. 

“It is with great regret that | have lately learned, that the execu- 
tive committee have failed in this high and tmportant duty, being 
deterred, it is probable, by the fear of appe ‘aring too forward. But I 
believe they have wrongly judged of your Majesty, if they thought 
that your Maje sty would be indifferent to any good thing, coming 
from any quarter, ‘They have, however, sent your Majesty a copy 
of the resolves passed on the occasion, through the consul-gene ‘ral 
of your Majesty, residing at New York, instead of your Majesty’s 
minister at Washington. Fearing that, by this course, and through 
this channel, a copy of the resolves will never reach your Majesty, 
and that your Majesty may never know the high respect and venera- 
tion which the American people in general, and the friends of peace 
in particular, entertain towards your Majesty, and the officers of our 
society being seattered over the country, and never meeting but 
once a year, [ have undertaken, in my office of General Agent of the 
society,—we having no president, the most of the business falling 
on the General Agent,—to address this note to your Majesty, ex- 
pressive of the high respect, love and veneration in which your Maj- 
esty is held by the American Peace Society, in common with their 
fellow-citizens. 

“Since the last meeting of the American Peace Society, another 
event has transpired, which raises the character of your Majesty still 
higher, as the lover of ~-ace and concord, and the whole family of 
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the human race. I allude to your Majesty’s late offer of mediation, 
to remove the difficulties now, or lately, existing between France 
and Switzerland. 

“Such acts as these entitle your Majesty to the high distinction of 
being called the ‘ Pacificator of the World? a title more truly glorious 
than that of ‘Conqueror of the World; and future generations will 
rank your Majesty as first on the list of peace-makers, on whom the 
great blessing was pronounced by the Prince of peace, that ‘they 
shall be called the children of God.’ 

“ Enjoying the high distinction of being considered the Mediator 
of Kingdoms, your Majesty is placed in that conspicuous and re- 
sponsible situation which gives to your Majesty the power, more 
than to any other man in the world, of carrying into effect the ‘ great 
scheme’ of Henry IV of France, for a congress of nations; thus 
laying a stable foundation for the peace of Christendom, by estab- 
lishing a code of international law, and providing a high tribunal, 
which shall be the general umpire in all international disagreements. 

“Hoping that your Majesty will pardon the liberty which a humble 
individual has taken, to express the high consideration and esteem 
in Which your Majesty is held by his associates in the cause of peace, 


in common with his countrymen generally, I remain, : 
“Your Majesty’s most humble servant, 
“and ardent admirer, Wm. Lapp, 


“ General Agent of the Am. Peace Society. 
“ Minot, Me., U.S. .4., Feb. 10, 1837.” 


The King’s Answer. 
‘* Foreign Office, May 22, 1837. 

“Str,—I have not failed to lay before the king the address to his 
Majesty, which was delivered to me for that purpose, by Mr. Fowell 
Buxton, and a deputation from the peace society established in Eng- 
land; and I have received his Majesty’s commands to state to you, 
that I did no more than justice to his sentiments and feelings, when 
I assured the deputation that his Majesty is sincerely desirous to 
contribute, by all the means in his power, to the general preservation 
of peace, and when I expressed my conviction that his Majesty would 
receive with great satisfaction the Address which the deputation had 
requested me to lay before him. 

“The king has, indeed, been very much gratified by the friendly 
and approving expressions contained in the Address of the American 
Peace Society; and his Majesty sincerely rejoices that the principles 
which have guided the policy of his Majesty and his government, are 
justly apprec “iated by so respectable and benevolent a society ; and 
his Majesty has learnt with great satisfaction, that the successful ap- 
plication of those principles, upon two recent occasions to which the 
Address adverts, has created in the United States an impression so 
well calculated to cement the bonds of union between this country 
and America, to the strengthening of which his Majesty attaches the 
greatest importance, as powerfully tending to promote the welfare, 
the happiness, and the prosperity of both nations, 

“T have the honor to be, Sir, 
“Your most obedient humble servant, 

“The Rev. James Hargreaves.” “ PALMERSTON. 


The Committee beg to congratulate their friends on the aspect 
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which the pacific principle has assumed, and the more than usual 
attention which peace societies have excited. The difficulties en- 
tailed on nations do not appear to have been wholly lost on mankind ; 
and it is most gratifying to observe evidences that statesmen and 
kings on many recent occasions have earnestly labored to avoid war, 
and preserve peace ; thus counteracting efforts that have in several 
nations been made to excite war by those whose pride has been of- 
fended, and who had hoped to flourish on the spoils of the innocent. 

The Committee hail with satisfaction the commencement made 
by the ladies of America, in their interesting attempt to establish a 
correspondence with their sisters in this country, to preserve the 
peace of the world. 


Il. ApprReEssEs. 


The chairman, J. Pease, Esq., M. P., in opening the business said, 
that he could not but think that the committee had been singularly 
unsuccessful in their election of a chairman to preside on the pres- 
entoccasion. But at the same time he felt that the cause which they 
were called upon that night to advocate, was so honorable and so 
sacred that, however feeble the powers might be which he was en- 
abled to dedicate to it, yet it was an honor to take any part, or share, 
or lot in such a cause. Under those circumstances little more would 
devolve upon bim than to call the attention of the meeting to the 
objects of the society. This was a society for the promotion of 
permanent and universal peace. It was not to introduce a state of 
things by which instanter the strife of bloodshed might be banish- 
ed from this earth; it was not to roll up the garments which had 
already been dipped in blood, and put them aside by a momentary 
movement; but it was that they might be enabled to sow those prin- 
ciples of truth and justice, which would awaken the minds of their 
fellow-men to the importance of the subject, in order that they might 
see, with increasing clearness, What was their duty, and how far they 
had any part or Jot in this matter. He would not further occupy the 
time of the meeting, but call on the secretary to read the report for 
the last year. 

The Rev. N. M. Harry then read the report, and THomas Sturee, 
Esq., read the address, and also the reply of Lord Palmerston, which 
elicited the repeated cheers of the audience. 

The Rev. J. BeEtcuer, in moving the first resolution, observed, 
that when he last had the honor of addressing the peace society, 
he then endeavored to take the side of war, and to prove that the 
society was making war against all the bad passions and all the 
miseries of mankind; he would, however, this evening confine his 
remarks to one point, viz., the title of the society,—* ‘The Society for 
the Promotion of Permanent and Universal Peace.” The very name 
contained a reproach on mankind; it implied that men were disposed 
to war, and that the disposition to it was universal and lasting; and 
it would require far more talent than he possessed to prove that the 
charge was false. Man, possessing an awfully depraved heart, havy- 
ing departed from God and from goodness, had become not only an 
enemy f6 his species and to his Creator, but even to himself, so that 
the world, almost from its commencement until now, had been a 
scene of warfare and bloodshed. But that state of things was not al- 
ways to continue. The gospel came with a proposal of peace from 




















136 Twenty-first Anniversary [Dec. 


God to man; the Bible came with the express and declared purpose 
of promoting, not only peace between God and man, but between 
man and man, and between man and every part of the creation. It 
was delightful to learn from the report, that the principles of peace 
were making progress all over the world, and were entering even 
into the senate-house and into the palace, where, at one period, they 
would have been instantly repelled. Thousands and tens of thou- 
sands of publications were going forth, silently whispering to men, 
and proving to them the policy and excellence of laying aside their 
opposition to man, and inculeating the principles of peace and amity. 
He would conclude by moving— 

“That the report, the substance of which has now been read, be 
adopted and printed, under the direction of the committee.” 

The Rey. A. J. SLtarrertre, in seconding the resolution, said that 
he would follow the example of the preceding speaker, by being 
brief; but he could not permit himself to sit down without uttering 
a few sentiments with respect to the principles of the society whose 
cause they were met to promote. Its anniversary came last in or- 
der among the religious and benevolent societies, which, during 
the present season of the year, occupied the attention of the religious 
public. But surely its importance was equal to any of those which 
had engaged the Christian sympathies of the numerous assemblies 
that had been convened together. He could not but conceive that 
the success of those institutions to which he had referred, greatly 
depended, under God, on the rapid dissemination of the principles 
which this society most steadily propagated. He dare not under- 
value, for one instant, the wondrous effects produced by those so- 
cieties ; but while, in the middle of the nineteenth century, it still 
remained a question, whether China, with her three hundred and 
sixty millions of inhabitants, was open to the gospel, and while there 
were six hundred millions of human beings perishing in the world 
for lack of knowledge, it appeared as though Britain bad not done 
all in her power for the diffusion of the gospel ; there must be a rising 
suspicion in the mind as to whether the dealings of God with Britain 
were not analogous to his dealings with his servant of old: “Thou 
hast shed blood abundantly, and “hast made great wars; thou shalt 
not build an house unto my name, because thou hast shed much 
blood upon the earth in my sight.” At any rate, they might believe 
that God would honor this country, just in proportion as it acted out 
the principles which this society professed. 

He could not but regard it as of considerable importance to feel, 
in al] their examinations into this subject, that the Bible was to be 
the sole ground of their opinions. They had nothing to do with 
principles of political economy, or systems of false expediency. 
They were quite sure of one thing, that when they were acting 
morally and scripturally right, they could not be very far politically 
wrong; and acting on Scripture they would always find to be, like 
honesty, the best policy. ‘The principles of war must necessarily be 
opposed to the spirit of the gospel, as involving that without which 
war would not be carried on, viz., the principle of ange r, revenge, 
and retaliation. 

He was quite aware that they were told by some individuals, that 
war only carried out the instinct of self-preservation, so mercifully 
implanted in human nature. But had there ever been a war merely 
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for self-preservation, without one admixture of a feeling of revenge 
or retaliation, and without the sacrifice of any Christian principle or 
feeling? If men, in order to preserve their lives, fled, as did many 
of that body by the representatives of whom he was surrounded, at 
the time of the Irish rebellion, or the riots in Pennsylvania, and were 
on that account charged with pusillanimity and cowardice unworthy 
of the character of men and of Britons, surely they might reply with 
Colonel Gardiner, “We are not afraid to fight, but we are afraid 
to sin.” 

It was important to view the subject further, as essentially a relig- 
ious subject, and to consider it in its relation to eternity. He thought 
that the most cursory observer would be at once convinced of the 
importance of giving the subject an attentive consideration. There 
was very much in the horrors of war to excite the shudder of every 
sensitive mind. ‘They could not look at the awful picture of dying 
men, with their bleeding limbs, and sunken eyes, and emaciated 
frames, without feeling a shudder of humanity; but how much 
more overwhelming to contemplate the entrance of the soul 
into eternity! It was hurried there without a moment’s considera- 
tion, the last stab of the enemy having deprived the man of reason, 
or having made him frantic. And when they considered that in 
every war thousands of human beings were thus ushered into the 
presence of their Creator and their Judge, were they to be told that 
they must submit to it at present because war was a necessary evil ? 
Viewing this subject with the New Testament in his hands, every 
Christian must feel that he was bound to act out its principles, and 
to stand boldly forward for the cause of his God. 

He could not but experience delight and honor in being permitted 
to take a part in these proceedings. Happy should he be to aid in 

sarrying on the cause of this society, feeling that it was hastening 
on the arrival of that day when nations should learn war no more, 
and the song should be sung, not as the language of prophecy, but 
as the grateful declaration of fact, “ Glory to God in the highest, and 
on ei uth peace, good will towards man.’ 

The Rev. Dr. J. Pye Situ said, that it was not without considerable 
and, he might almost say, an oppressive feeling of difficulty, that he 
assented to the request of the committee to say a few words that 
evening. He was sure that the meeting would sympathize with him 
when he said, that owing to the afflicting hand of God upon him, he 
had not been able to hear a single sentiment which had been ad- 
dressed to the assembly. He, however, rose to move— 

“That this meeting fully approves the principle on which this 
society was formed, that all war is inconsistent with the nature and 
spirit of the Christian religion.” 

That was, indeed, taking high and holy ground; but it was the 
proper ground, and that which, as Christians, they were bound to’ 
maintain. He had no doubt but that the arguments against what 
was called “ offensive war,” were capable of being rendered plain to 
every rational mind. But it might be said, if we are threatened with 
the invasion of savage hordes of brutal monsters of iniquity, who 
will not only plunder us of our property, but inflict upon the dearest 
objects of our love injury inexpressible, and imbrue their bands in 
our blood and the bhood of our children, must we not repel violence 
with yiolence? Must we not resist such adversaries as these? The 
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resolution would oblige them to answer “No.” It would raise 
against the position of the society some of the strongest feelings of 
the human breast, but Christian magnanimity and patience of research 
would there be put to the test. Having gone through the painful 
process in his own mind—a process continued through years of anxi- 
ety, he was bound to acknowledge that he could find no rest to his 


soul, no satisfactory conclusion, which, as a professed disciple of 


Christ, he dare adopt, but in the rejection of those assumptions, and 
in the acceptance of the principles of the resolution, He could not 
make any war—even that which men had been in the habit of deem- 
ing the most justifiable and necessary—compatible with the genius 
and principle of the gospel. 

It would occupy too much time to attempt to enter on the discus- 
sion of that great point, and owing to his distressing affliction he 
should probably only be repeating what had already been said. He 
would merely remark, that the distinction between offensive and 
defensive war, vanished the moment they had quitted the threshold 
of the cause, ‘The difference lay in this; the former, the most wicked 
and aggravated form of the evil, arose from an aggression made, he 
would suppose, upon an innocent and unoffending people—the latter 
consisted in the repelling of the aggression. But the moment the 
principle of repulsion was admitted, from that time the two parties 
went on in the same way. ‘The individuals acting on offensive war, 
must exert themselves to kill, burn, and destroy—to inflict injury 
unspeakable upon life and property, and especially upon innocent 
and unoffending women and children. ‘Those who carried on de- 
fensive war must act in the same manner, inflict the same injuries, 
and with the same zeal and ardor, in order to bring the conflict to a 
decided close. 

Here, then, as a disciple of Christ, he was brought to that most 
important question, could he, for any earthly consideration, take 
away the life of a fellow-creature, in order to preserve his own prop- 
erty or life? When he endeavored to put the question as in the 
sight of God, he felt that the spirit and genius of Christianity, the 
example of its blessed Author, his wondrous act of stupendous love, 
in dying for his enemies, would not permit it. ‘They were thus con- 
ducted to a most important point—a point essential to the very real- 
ity of the Christian religion, He must habitually know whether he 
was prepared to die. If he were not living a Christian life, notwith- 
standing all his professions, the curse of Cod was on him for time 
and eternity ; but if, indeed, he were a sinccre disciple of the Saviour, 
and he were a martyr to his principles, he should realize what Christ 
had in his word declared, “ If ye suffer for righteousness’ sake, hap- 
py are ye.” ft was infinitely better to suffer wrongfully, than to 
escape wrong by the adoption of any measure inconsistent with the 
spirit of religion. 

That was a hard saying—who could bear it? No heart, which did 
not receive God’s method of reconciliation, and live habitually under 
a sense of God’s redeeming love, would, he was persuaded, honestly 
and thoroughly receive that principle. One of the great objects for 
which Christianity was given to man, was to make all men the 
friends of God—reconciling them by his glorious gospel—and the 
friends of each other; and by acting upon its principles constantly 
there would be an abrogation of the most awful and prolific source 
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of misery that ever existed on the face of the earth, Who could 
read history, or reflect upon the present times, without being con- 
vinced that such was the case ? 

But he might say much which was suggested, both by history and 
theory, to show that the extremity of that dreadful alternative to 
which he had alluded, was not very likely to occur. ‘There were 
examples, upon a smaller and a greater scale, to show that non- 
resistance and placid submission had more power in disarming the 
enemy than opposition and resistance. ‘There were but few war- 
riors, he believed who would not draw back their sword, before any 
one who would go to them, and say that they could not, from prinei- 
ple, resist, but would rather lose their own lives than take away that 
of their foe. There was a charm in it which would go far to unnerve 
the most savage opponent; but if that failed, they had reason to be- 
lieve that God would interpose to prevent the intended destruction. 
Under any circumstances, however, he would fall back to the prin- 
ciple that every man ought to be every moment prepared to depart 
to the world of spirits, there to take possession of infinite joys, the 
fruits of faith and holiness. 

[The remaining speeches of Rev, Messrs. T. Timpson, R. Koillof St. Petersburgh, and Geo. 
Thompson, J. 8, Buckingham, M. P., andG Pilkington, Esq., are reluctantly, but necessa- 


rily omitted. | 


Artricte VI. 
INTELLIGENCE. 


I. FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE. 


~ 


91 Bishopsgate Street, London, May 6, 1837. 
EsteeMep FrieND Witutam Lapp, 

[ have sincere pleasure in replying to thy very interesting letter, 
dated 7th and 10th Feb’y, which was received on the 20th of third 
month. It was read at the first meeting of Committee which occur- 
red, and was very acceptable. ‘The letter enclosed, and designed for 
our truly pacific monarch, met the cordial approval of the Committee, 
who at once decided that it should be conveyed in the most desirable 
channel to give it full effect. With this view, I was instructed to 
consult our late worthy Chairman, Robt. Marsden, Esq., who, though 
nominally withdrawn from that office in consequence of a delicate 
state of health, is ever ready to aid our cause with his counsel and 
influence. With the further kind assistance of 'T. F. Buxton, Esq., 
M. P., it was arranged that Robt. Marsden and Thomas Sturge, our 
present Chairman, should be introduced by 'T. F. Buxton to Lord 
Palmerston, at the Foreign Office, on Friday, 14th April. ‘The depu- 
tation, whom I had the privilege to accompany, accordingly waited 
upou Lord Palmerston, when thy letter to the King, precisely in the 
state in which we received it, was put into his hands. Lord Palmer- 
ston read it attentively, and observed, that the copy of the resolves 
alluded to, had not yet reached the othce, and further said, “1 am 
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sure his Majesty will be much pleased to receive this letter ; his sen- 
timents are quite in unison with those it expresses. His Majesty is, 
of all men in the world, the most anxious to secure the continuance 
Geoacng”’ * °°. 

I have been thus circumstantial in giving thee the account of our 
interview, which was of the inost satisfactory character, believing 
the detail would prove interesting. It is cheering to the advocate of 
our principles, to observe the onward progress they are making 
among the nations. He may well take fresh courage from this fact 
amid all the supineness which still prevails around him to a consid- 
erable extent. * * * 

With very sincere esteem, I am thy friend, 
ALEXANDER Brockway. 


London, 91 Bishopsgate Street, June 22, 1837. 
EstTEEMED FRIEND WiitiaM Lapp, 

I trust that long ere this thou hast received my letter of the 6th of 
last month, which conveyed information that thy Address to William 
IV was presented by a deputation of the London Peace Society to 
Lord Palmerston, and that his lordship promised to convey the same 
to the hands of the king. I have now the high satisfaction to com- 
municate a copy of Lord Palmerston’s letter in reply, which was re- 
ceived just previous to our annual meeting. The interest with which 
this document will be received, will be greatly deepened by the pre- 
vious announcement, that our beloved monarch, the pacific king 
William, has been taken from an earthly crown as, we reverently 
trust, to receive in heaven one eternal and unchanging. May it please 
Him by whom “ kings’ reign, and princes decree justice,” to incline 
the heart of our young and hopeful queen to follow our late monarch, 
her revered uncle, in the course of peaceful legislation for which his 
reign was so eminently marked, and which will form so bright a fea- 
ture in our regal chart! 

Our annual meeting was large and peculiarly satisfactory. Thy 
address to the King, ‘and Lord Palmerston’s reply were read, and 
added greatly to the interest excited on the occasion. The collec- 
tion, al w ays small, was larger than usual. We rejoice to learn from 
thy letter that the cause is moving on so well with you, and in such 
influential quarters. I allude to your theological institutions. Much 
may be anticipated from the proper bias given to that interesting 
class, those designed for the important work of Christian pastors, as 
well as to the youth in all seminaries. The direction of youthful 
ardor and talent in the course of useful and benevolent enterprise, is 
an object, compared with which, the most splendid conquest of arms 
must sink abashed. 

Thine truly in the bonds of peace, 
ALEXANDER Brockway. 


Waltham Abbey, near London, June 30th, 1837. 
To the Rev. G. C. Beckwitn: 
My pear Srr,—Your favor of the 20th of April came to hand 
along with one from Mr. Ladd. They had been detained some time 
at the post office in London on account of the demand of £18. 18s. 8d. 
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for the parcel in which they were enclosed. I had no right to antic- 
ipate the honor and pleasure of a letter from you. Accept my 
thanks for the unexpected kindness. 

Iam glad that you have espoused the cause of peace, and that you 
are able to give it your undivided attention. My feeble efforts have 
generally been by stealth. Other obje cts and societies have engrossed 
nearly all my time. The care of a Christian church, and four or 
five stated services every week, does not leave me much leisure. 
Yet there is no cause lies nearer my heart than the cause of peace. 
I feel glad that you take it up not as a political question, but as part 
and parcel of Christianity. Where this is omitted in the ministry of 
reconciliation, the gospel is mutilated, and its glory is concealed. A 
young man going to the Bahamas as a missionary, took his leave of 
me on Lord’s day evening, when I exhorted and charged him, as he 
would answer it at the last day, to preach to the people a full gos- 
pel, the gospel of peace, and that, if he had not studied the subject, 
to begin immediately, and never rest till his mind was perfectly sat- 
isfied respecting the sinfulness or the lawfulness of war. It adds to 
my pleasure, that you are not an half-way man, but that you con- 
demn war under every name and pretext. He that opens the door 
to let in what is called defensive war, cannot possibly shut it against 
any war. Dr. Williams of Rotheram said that the phrase, “ defensive 
war,” was a solecism in language. A person acting only on the 
defensive, cannot be said to be in a state of warfare. To defend is 
merely to guard against, and to ward off, danger, not to return it; to 
screen one’s self, but not to injure another. But war in its ve ry na- 
ture is to inflict injury. Both parties in a state of war act profes- 
sedly upon the defensive. Bonaparte said he had the happiness to 
reflect, that he had never been the aggressor. 

Your letter is full of good news. Iam happy to learn that the 
leaders of public opinion are embracing the cause of peace ; that the 
subject is made extensively known, and that the people are appar- 
ently predisposed to listen, consider, and to weigh the arguments 
adduced ; that ministers of the gospel are coming forward not only 
by hundreds, but by thousands, to advocate the cause ; that the press, 
and the periodicals, and public papers lend their aid; and that sem- 
inaries of learning are throwing their weight and influence into the 
scale of peace. I wish I could truly say as much for the press, the 
ininisters and seminaries in my own country. It is lamentable to 
observe the indifference manifested by gospel ministers in general, 
and the apathy of many who dare not oppose, nay, who protesse dly 
believe the correctness of our sentiments. If Chri istianity does not 
condemn war Now, it never will condemn it. Those who preach a 
warlike Christianity, never can consistently expect a Millennium. 

But notwithstanding all, the principle is making way, and gain- 
ing ground in the public mind, and not at a very slow pace. The 
peace society has not indeed been so active and energetic as 
the importance of it requires. Still we have room for consratula- 
tion. Our Jast meeting was the best we ever had. We had a mem- 
ber of Parliament in the chair, and another addressed the meeting 
with great effect. The speech of Dr. Pye Smith made a deep im- 
pression ; and so did several others. ‘The assembly was more nu- 
merous than on any former occasion. One circumstance created 
very great interest, viz., the letter of our highly esteemed and inde- 
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fatigable friend, Mr. Ladd, to the King, and his Majesty’s answer, 
both of which were publicly read. ‘This is one of the most auspi- 
cious events in the history of our society. Mr. Thompson, I think 
of Boston, once sent a communication to king George IV; but it mis- 
carried, and before another copy arrived, his Majesty was dead. Mr. 
Ladd’s communication was forwarded just in time. His Majesty ex- 
pressed the greatest satisfaction and pleasure, and pledged himself, 
so fur as his influence extended, to promote and perpetuate peace 
through the whole world. But alas! his race is ended, and while I 
write this, his breathless corpse is lying in what they call state. 

Dr. Worcester, I judge, is an old man. May I trust that he is ripe 
for glory, that his hope is founded on the Rock of Ages, that he finds 
Christ to be precious to his soul, the chief among ten thousand, and 
altogether lovely! I feel myself declining, and under these consid- 


erations, I feel glad that you, who, | judge, are in the very prime of 


your days, are in the field, ready to catch the falling mantle of your 
coadjutors. Man may die, but the cause must live. ‘There shall be 
“abundance of peace so long as the moon endureth.” 

It will always give me pleasure to hear from you, and especially 
of the suecess of your labors as the advocate of peace. May the 
Lord afford health, and strength, and energy, mental and physical, 
with opportunities for labor; and also great enjoyment of spiritual 
and temporal mercies, with a good hope through Christ of everlast- 
ing rest, and peace, and joy, When your work on earth, at some very 
distant period, shall be ended, So prays, my dear Sir, 

Yours, very affectionately in gospel bonds, 
James HARGREAVES. 


Il. RESOLUTIONS ON PEACE. 


We now publish the remainder of the resolutions adopted by the conven- 
tion which formed the Vermont Peace Society; and we hope they will be pon- 
dered well by Christians and Christian ministers. 


1, That the custom of war has misrepresented the principles of the Chris- 
tion religion to all the unevangelized portions of the earth, crippled its power in 
Christendom, and obstructed its spread and triumph through the world. 

3. That the slumbers of the Christian world for so many ages over the 
abominations of war, must be highly offensive to God, and cannot be con- 
tinued without glaring inconsistency and deep guilt. 

4. That it is high time for every professed follower of the Prince of peace 

to investigate the subject of war in the light of the gospel, and bring his own 
views, feelings and practice into strict accordance with its principles, as a test 
of his Christian character. 
5. ‘That we ought, as a matter of religious duty, to suppress the causes of 
war, as far as possible, by applying the gospel to those guilty passions, those 
fulse notions of honor, and those mistakes so prevalent in the education of the 
young, which chiefly sustain and perpetuate the war-system in Christendom. 

6. ‘That ministers are as truly bound to preach, and Christians to practise 
the pacific principles of the gospel, as they are any of its other doctrines or 
precepts; that the general neglect of this for fifteen centuries has opened the 
floudgates of war upon nations nominally Christian; and that this erying sin, 
and shame, and curse can never be banished from Christendom, so long as this 
duty continues to be neglected. 

7. That parents ought, with special care, to guard the minds of their chil- 
dren against the manifold, insidious, and wide-spread delusions of war, 
especially by withholding from them its toys, and songs, and pictures, and 
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books, and other fascinations peculiarly calculated to beguile and taint their 
minds. 

That teachers in all our seminaries of learning from the highest to the 
lowest, ought to inculcate the principles of peace upon the minds under their 
_ as an important part of their qualifications for usefulness. 

. That we earnestly invite all ministers and Christians, all teachers and 
ee. nts in this State, to aid the cause of peace by urging its principles and 
claims upon those whom Providence has placed under their influence, or with- 
in the reach of their efforts. 

The General Convention of Congregational and Presbyterian ministers in 
Vermont, at their late meeting in Springfield, Sept. 13, passed the following 
resolutions, all of which, but especially the second, we commend to general 
attention. 

Resolved, 1. That the cause of peace, as a part of the gospel, and an im- 
portant auxiliary to its spread and triumph through the world, demands at the 
present day special attention from the ministers and other followers of the 
Prince of peace in this country. 

That persons, desirous to promote this canse by the use of specific means, 
yet differing in their views on some points of a subject so great and compli- 
cated, should be willing to codperate on such grounds as are common to them 
all, and leave the points in dispute or doubt to be settled by amicable discus- 
sion in the light of the Bible. 

2. That we deem it important for ministers of the gospel, in view of pre- 
vailing apathy on this subject, to preach upon it at least once a year. 

‘That we commend the cause of peace to the support of the Christian 
community, and recommend that the churches in our connexion observe the 
Annual Concert of Prayer for the universal prevalence of peace, and con- 
tribute in aid of the cause. 


Ill. REPORTS. 


Our limits exclude not only the notices we had prepared of several works, 
and the conclusion of an article commenced in our last number, but our usual 
reports concerning the progress of our cause in this country.—The New York 
Peace Society, whose constitution we designed to insert in the present num- 
ber, is proceeding with a good degree of energy and success. Its members 
were, at our latest date, shout five hundre d, with the prospect of soon increas- 
ing the number to a thousand. ‘They have employed an enterprising agent; 
peace-meetings have been held in about twenty churches in the city; Mr. 
Wolff, the missionary, and Mr. Buckingham, late member of the British par- 
liament, have delivered addresses before the soc iety; and an able petition to 
Congress on the subject of our existing difficulties with Mexico, has been cir- 
culated by them, and received in a short time hundreds of signatures, with the 
expectation of swelling the list to thousands. A good movement; but such pe- 
titions, we think, should be signed by the friends of peace as cilizens, rather 
than as members of a peace society. We wish it were in our power to copy 
this petition.— We have received a circular of the Vermont Peace Society, 
from their executive committee, dated Nov. 4, 1837, and addressed * to the 
clergy, members of Christian churches, and all friends of peace in Vermont.’’ 
We hope this excellent appeal will meet a prompt and hearty response from all 
parts of the State.—The Rhode Island Peace Society, one of the oldest in the 
country, has recently been revived. It is, we believe, the only incorporated 
peace society in the land, and has a fund of about one thousand dollars. Some 
of the strongest and best men in that State have heretofore been enrolled among 
its members. 

Our General Agent, and Corresponding Secretary have been devoting them- 
selves as usual to our service; but we have no room for any detail of their ef- 
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forts and successes. Rev. John Lord has recently entered the service of the 
Society; and we have reason to hope much from his labors. We commend 
him to the friends of peace, and would remind them, that the pleasure, if not 
the success of his difficult and important work, must depend under God very 





ae much on their ready codperation with him. We now have, besides local 
a agents, only three men exclusively devoted to our service; more than three 
+. times as many as we had three years ago, but not a tenth part of the laborers 
at we need, and must have, unless ministers and churches will spontaneously 
t take hold of this great work. 
IV. ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 
The following ministers have been made Life-members of the American 
ia Peace Society, by the contribution of twenty dollars, or more. 
.s ‘ . ° 
B: Rev. DupLey PHeELps, Groton, Mass., by his congregation. 
ia ss Mitton P. Braman, North Danvers, Mass., do. 
a8 * Caunvin Currier, Windham, N. H., do. 


** Leonarp Luce, Westford, Mass., do. 

«* James Braprorp, Sheffield, Mass., do. 

*  Jostan W. Turner, Great Barrington, Mass., do. 
‘** ‘THomas A. Merri.u, D. D., Middlebury, Vt., do. 
‘* Joun Keep, Pelham, N. H., do. 

‘ SamueELt W. Cozzens, Milton, Mass., do. 

*« GerorGe PuncHARD, Plymouth, N. H., do. 

«© James Howr, Pepperell, Mass., do. 

«© Car.LtTon Hurp, Fryeburg, Me., do. 





Payments. Subscribers of two dollars or more, as members of our So- 
ciety, will bear in mind, that their subscriptions are considered as due in the 
month of December. We trust no subscriber will, in the present exigences 


of the cause, withdraw his name, or delay sending his subscription to our 





Treasurer; and we would inquire of our wealthier friends, if they cannot in- 
crease their usual contributions. We need a large increase. 

Remittances of money. We request our friends to transmit as soon as 
possible, any funds they may have for the Society. Money collected for us, 


and much needed for immediate use, has in some cases not been sent in for 





a whole year. Such delays are very undesirable for many reasons. 





a 8 ay Miscarriage of the Advocate. The circumstances under which our period- 


ical was commenced in Boston this season, would be a sufficient apology for 


many failures in its transmission; bat we can assure our patrons, that each 
Fa iat number has been sent to all the names on our list; and if it has in any case— 

TT we fear it has in many—fuiled of reaching its destination, it has not been our 
M = fault. Whenever a subscriber fails to receive the numbers regularly, we re- 
j 1 quest to be immediately informed, without expense to the Society. 

ij af Auxiliaries. We hope these will see that every one of their members is 
He furnished with the Advocate. ‘There is no other peace periodical in the land; 
ie and a member without some such publication, will rarely do er get much good 
Mi a by his connexion with a peace society. 

Rev. Noan Worcester, D. D., the patriarch of peace in this country, 

TE died at his residence in Brighton, a few miles from this city, Oct. 31, at the 
igs 





We regret the necessity of deferring to our next number a notice 


age of 79 


of his eminent services in the cause of peace. ‘ 
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WHIPPLE & DAMRELL, 
Printers, Dooksellers and Stationers, 


No. 9 CORNHILL, BOSTON, 
—Publish the following Works— 





KEY TO REVELATION, in Thirty-eight Lectures, taking the whole Book in course. By 


ErxHan Smita, author of a ‘* Dissertation on the Prophecies,’’ &e., &c. Second edition. In | 


[Ertracts frem Notices of the first edition. ] 


| . 

; one vol. 12mo. 396 pages. 
} 

|  *'The plan is a good one,—admirably adapted to the purposes of entertainment, instruction 


| and admonition. The style is easy, dignified, and sometimes forcible. * * * We know of | 


| no work, which, as a whole, is better fitted to lead men of sound minds and plain common sense, 

| who have all their lives doubted the possibility of understanding the book, to give up their un- 
founded prejudices against the study, and cause them to believe that the Apocalypse, as well as 

| the other parts of the Bible, may, to some extent, be understood and explained. Still, it is a 
human production. In relation to several important points, it fails, as we think, to give the 
true interpretation. 

“‘We regard Mr. Smith as having rendered a valuable service to the church, by writing a 
| book eminently fitted to awaken an interest in this long-neglected study, and by giving a clear 
| development of some important principles in prophctic interpretation.’’—Christian Spectator, 

Sept., 1837. 

From Rev. Dr. Emmons.—‘* When I, many years ago, heard you read to me some of your 

Lectures on the Revelation, I thought you treated that deep, difficult and important subject in 
| a very ingenious and Jucid manner. I wish tosee this work published; and I have no doubt 
| but it will meet the approbation of good judges, and will subserve the great cause which now 
agitates the minds and awakens the hopes and zeal of the Christian world, The friends of 
Zion were never more anxious than at present to learn the signs of the times, and what they 
| may anticipate will be the state of the church and of the world, before the Millennium, during 
| the Millennium, and thence to the end of the world. I know all Christians ought, and I trust 

they will be disposed to promote the circulation of a volume which may serve to enlighten and 
| animate them to pursue the best means to bring on the universal spread of the gospel, and the 
latter-day glory of the church.”’ NATHANIEL Emmons. 

Franklin, April 15, 1833. 

From Rey. Dr. Spracue.—“ From the attention I have been able to render to this work, as 
| well as from the opinions I have heard expressed by intelligent readers, I have no doubt but it 
is a judicious, able work, and is entitled to the public patronage.” W. B. Spracvue. 

| Albany, July 16, 1835. 

From Rev. Dr. Tucker.—** Having examined Rev. Mr. Smith’s Key to the Revelation, [ am 
| prepared to express my approbation of the work. The author, well known by other works, has 
| evinced in this his usual knowledge of the Scriptures, his soundness of judgment, and correct 
| ness of sentiment. As a commentary, it is critical and judicious; and as an exposition of this 
| difficult part of the Holy Scriptures, it is lucid and convincing.” Marx Tucker. 


| It is also highly recommended by Rev. Drs. Brownlee and De Witt, Rev. Absalom Peters, 
| Rev. Elihu W. Baldwin, and others. 


THE CHURCH; a small Treatise in explanation and vindication of the popular Form of 

| Church Government, adopted (with some modifications) by the Congregational and Baptist 

Churches of the United States and of England. By Enocn Poxp, D. D., Professor in the 
| Theological Seminary, Banger. One vol. 18mo. 126 pages. 

Extract from the Author’s Advertisement.—“ In common with many of his brethren, with 
whom he has had opportunity of correspondence, the writer has felt that a small treatise on 
the general subject of the Church, designed not exclusively for the learned, but rather for the 
instruction of the common mind, was much needed at the present time. This need it has been 


his object in some measure to supply. How far he has succeeded in this attempt, the public | 


wil! decide.” 
“We do not hesitate to say, that this treatise supplies a desideratum which has loug been 
| felt. It is not so much designed for the learned, as ‘for the instruction of the common 
mind;’ and is fitted to render the principles of Congregationalism familiar to every member of 


the church who is disposed, as he ought to be, to understand them. It is not a mere book of 


rules, a jaw book, dry and uninteresting to every man except the student, but a free and clear 
running exposition of the fundamental principles of Congregutionalism, as our fathers adopted 
them, as the Scriptures unfold them, und as intelligent churches practise them. * * * * 
Ministers who wish to enlighten their churches, may easily de it, by recommending to their 
members the purchase of this little volume, or by purchasing and distributing it themselves. 
And we are persutded, that in so doing, they will perform a valuable service for Zion, promot- 
‘ing her enlargement, and strengthening her foundations.”— Boston Recorder. 

*¢ It states the principal points in the discussion with clearness, and argues them with much 
learning and force. We recommend it to all who wish to understand the system of which it 
treats.”—New York Observer. F 

“The book is a useful one. It is written in a kind spirit, and we approve most of its posi- 

| tions.”+~Christian Review. 


_ THE BIBLICAL ANALYSIS; ora Topical Arrangement of the Instructions of the Holy 
Scriptures. Adapted to the use of Ministers, Sabbath School and bible Class Teachers, &c. 
Compiled by J. U. Parsons. 
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ADVOCATE OF PEACE. 


Tue ApvocaTE oF Peace, a quarterly of 200 pages a 
year, devoted, 1. To discussions of subjects connected with 
the cause of peace; 2. To notices of current publications 
involving its principles or interests; 3. To intelligence con- 
cerning its progress, and the general state of the world as 
affecting this cause. 

Terms. One dollar payable on delivery of the first number. 
Seven copies for $5, and fifteen for $10, sent to one address. 
A liberal discount to auxiliary societies. 5c Friends of the 
cause are earnestly desired to take it themselves, and procure 
other subscribers. 


To Ministers of the Gospel.—As their residence is frequently changed, as 
some are occasionally removed by death, and others may possibly grow weary 
in this department of well-doing, it becomes necessary to request, that all 
ministers, desirous of having the Advocate continued after the current year, 
on condition of their preaching annually to their people on the subject of 
peace, should inform us within a year from this date ; such information being 
indispensable to prevent any waste or misapplication of the funds devoted to 
this cause. June 1, 1837. 

Communications relative to the concerns of the Advocate or the Society, 
may be addressed to Rev. Geo. C. Beckwitnu, Corresponding Secretary, 
or to James K: Wuippue, Treasurer; in either case, directed to the care 
of Ww hipple & Damrell, No. 9 Cornhill, Boston, Mass. 


AGENTS. 


Wurpprie & DAMRELL, Boston. [|I. Wiucox, Providence, R. I. 
WixL.iaM Hyper, Portland, Me. | Sipney UnpEeRwoop, ) New Bed- 
E. J. Lane, Dover, N. H. | WiiuraMm C. Tasor, ford, Mass. 
A. Berry, Hanover, Dart. Col. Ezra Couuier, New York, 144 Nas- 
E. P. Warton, Montpelier, Vt. sau Street. 

WiviiaM Sressins, N. Haven, Ct. NarHan Kire, Philadelphia, 50 N. 
ALPHEUS KincGs.ey, Norwich, “ 4th Street. 


Rev. T.S. CLARKE, Stockbridge, Ms. Rev. Sam’t Lez, New Ipswich, N.H. 
Rev. Joun Woop, Newport, ‘'N. H. 


PEACE PUBLICATIONS, 


FOR SALE AT THE SOCIETY'S GENERAL DEPOSITORY, 


WO. FS CORNAILL. 

DYMOND’S ESSAYS ON WAR, with or without Grimké’s Notes, and 
other writings on Peace,—the ablest work i in the English language on the ques- 
tion, whether the gospel condemns all war. 

DISSERTATION ON A CONGRESS OF NATIONS. By a Friend of 
Peace. 

AMERICAN ADVOCATE OF PEACE, back nos. bound or otherwise. 

HARBINGER OF PEACE, 3 vols. bound. 

UPHAM’S MANUAL OF PE ACE; a very able and interesting work. 

SERMONS ON WAR. By Tuomas T. Srone. 

Mr. LADD’S four vols. for Sabbath Schools. 

ADDRESS TO LADIES ON PEACE—what they can and should do in 
its behalf. 

OBSTACLES AND OBJECTIONS TO THE CAUSE OF PEACE. 
By a Layman. 

"PEACE STORIES FOR CHILDREN. 

TRACTS of the Am. Peace Society, first and second series. 
TRACTS of the London Peace Society, thirteen numbers. 
































